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Nanci joins two Bribri moms and their children at a Community Kitchen meal.

RECENT NEWS

Katie makes a deal - with your help, we’re building a place where children can blossom. We’re coming to the USA – San Diego and Portland, Oregon.

THE LITTLEST ENTREPRENEUR 

Nanci Stevens

“Mommie, I want you to buy me a bicycle. I start school next year and I don’t want to have to walk that far,” pronounced the precocious 5-year-old with the assurance of a kid twice her age. Katie, last in line but certainly not least already had her mind set forward towards kindergarten although school for her was still a good eight months away. But after having studied her four older brothers and sisters, all now in 5th grade, trudge the hour-long trek through jungle and dusty road, she’d had plenty of time to conclude that much walking was not in the cards for this child.  
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A slightly earlier shot of our “budding” entrepreneur

Dutifully her mother Maria went off to price the child’s wishes and returned with the sad news that never would she be able to afford such a luxury for her little Indian child. The $80 was way out of the poor woman’s reach. 

Only slightly discouraged, Katie went off to play at her Aunt Juanita’s house, hugging her new little puppy against her tiny body. Aunt Juanita was an enterprising and conscientious old Bribri Indian woman. She raised pigs to sell for tamales, and iguanas to repopulate the jungle. Although she was forbidden to practice her skills she had come from a long line of curanderos, and was respected for what she knew of medicinal plants. 

As the two of them played with the new little puppy you could see that Juanita would really love to have a puppy just like “this one”. It was then that Katie spied a tiny black pig rooting around under one of Juanita’s many iguana cages. “Oooo what a cute little piggy” Katie exclaimed, ditching the puppy. “I’d like to have him for my own,” she continued, as she scooted down beside the little animal, and he squealed as she squeezed him to her chest. 

“I can’t give him to you,” Juanita explained. “Several months from now, when he’s big and fat, someone will pay me $100 for him. As it is I had to pay $18 for this little one.” 

“I will trade you my puppy for this pig,” declared little Katie, “and when he is big, I will sell him and then I will have the money to buy a bicycle to ride to school on.” And our mini-mogul traded leash for rope, puppy for piglet. Then she planted a kiss on the old woman’s wrinkled and sun-worn cheek, and cheerfully led the little animal towards home. 

I suspect we haven’t heard the last for our youngest entrepreneur. I don’t envy her teachers.

WE’RE COMING TO THE USA 

Nanci and I are coming to the US July 9, returning to Costa Rica July 22. My daughter Robin is getting married in Portland, Oregon, and I look forward to being in the Portland area July 16 – 20 for that event. We also must re-visit the La Mesa Police Department and present our thumbs to the infamous ink-pad; the goal – to get a “Good Guy” letter less than 6 months old for the Costa Rican Residency process. I offered to send my thumb, but the unsmiling lady behind the counter said “That’s not FUNNY!” She was not amused.

We don’t yet know how we’re going to pay for the trip, but we’ve already had a few donations toward the goal. 

Onward!

WATER GATES

We were visited several times by a water tanker truck during the “Great Dry Spell”, when the AYA aqueduct was “vacio”… empty. The crew gave us a fire hose, Barry ran it up the ladder, and we filled up the tank. Yay!

On each visit, the driver carefully backed the truck through our gates, doing a great job of leaving a few inches on each side to spare.  

On a particularly exciting day, the crew arrived with a tanker truck that looked for all the world like the same truck – with, as it turns out, one important difference. It was almost a foot wider than the other. Backing in with a certain assurance, the driver slammed on the brakes as his co-worker shouted “Alto” – Stop! He had hit one of the gate poles, bending it a few inches over, tilting it over, and raising the concrete footer up an inch or so. 

The gate’s on the to-do list!

SOMETHING FUN

We ran into a great website while doing some research on the Internet. It’s a site that showcases 20 quick videos that are fun and inspiring. My favorite can be reached by clicking on the link below.

http://www.thewaytohappiness.org/?gclid=CNOGo5Spg5sCFRKAxgodCjYgdg#/videos/respect-the-religious-beliefs-of-others
Enjoy!

YOU CAN HELP US! 
There are several ways you can help.

· Send this email to people you know who might also enjoy it.

· Post a message about us on social networking sites or discussion boards dealing with adventure, travel, volunteering, education, microlending, human services, eliminating poverty, or other humanitarian activities.

DONOR NOTES

We say “Thank You!” again to our regular donors, who faithfully provide a monthly donation to help keep us going!  

And “Thank You” as well to those who continue to support us through occasional donations – they are appreciated. 

THANK YOU!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

We’re grateful for the continuing support we have been getting.

You all are allowing us to continue to serve!

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.

Make a Monthly Pledge by clicking here.

Make an immediate donation online by clicking here, 

where you can use a credit card or an E-Check.

Or, mail a check made out to “El Puente” 

with “Member 29409704” in the Memo Field to

USE Credit Union, 8697 La Mesa Blvd, La Mesa, CA 91941

Deductions are tax-deductible

(And please drop us an email letting us know you’ve done it 

so we can say a proper “Thank You!”)

Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!
* * * * * * * *

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Download a Powerpoint presentation by CLICKING HERE
Download brochures in Spanish or English by CLICKING HERE
Go to the newsletter archive by CLICKING HERE
See some Video clips showing activities at The Bridge by CLICKING HERE 
CONTACT INFORMATION

Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
           nanci.stevens@gmail.com
Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585

SKYPE: barry.stevens2













