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The veggie truck arrives every Thursday AM and offloads about $60 worth of vegetables. . 

Just another big busy day at The Bridge. Later, three Bribri  mamas arrive to dice and slice,

Getting the week’s veggies ready to go. 

RECENT NEWS

Bring in the clowns in a benefit for The Bridge. “Plunder and Lightening” at our home and the home of The Bridge. School’s closed, and water’s to blame – or is it?
A GATHERING OF FRIENDS 

Clowning Around In Cahuita

The final curtain call, and the show with the Band and the Clowns took a bow. What a wonderful night! A night filled with song, dance, and clowning around with a roomful of cheerful people, all intent on having a really good time – and supporting a really worthy cause (if we do say so ourselves.)

 

Thanks to the kindness of Jim MacDougall & the funky 6-piece Los Rayes del Sol Band in conjunction with angel owners Marcelo & Jacqueline Ruiz of the Goddess Garden, who donated their charming palapa dance hall in Cahuita. Thank you Jim, Marcelo & Jacqueline.

 

Featuring the lovely generous Ann Bekooy as she soloed our heart strings with the lovely “Ode To Billy Joe”. Thank you Ann.

 

We were especially privileged to experience the inner life of Dennis Robillard – known as “PopsCorn” the clown as he and his sidekick Gregory the Bush Doctor performed his Transformational healing techniques perfected by the world-renowned Dr Patch Adams.  Dr Adams donates much of his time, treasure, and talent building and staffing hospitals and clinics, applying laughter as the best medicine. Thank you, Dennis & Gregory.

 

Thanks to the hard work and dedication of Kara, Nancy, Ann, and Blenda, to name only a few, the hall was filled, and fleshed out with great raffle prizes, gifts of caring businesses throughout the community. What a lovely surprise. Thanks to all of you!

 

All had a fun time. Lots of laughter and dancing. Everybody had a great time. Did The Bridge walk away with donation money? Yes –Thank you! from the bottom of our hearts!

PLUNDER AND LIGHTENING 

More Things That Go “Bump” In The Night

Wednesday night, May 6, we enjoyed a Study Group pot luck dinner at our house. We shared the evening with some spiritually uplifting friends. Then we settled in to bed. We had an overnight guest, who also snuggled into her bed.

Later that night we had a visitor. We must have been sprinkled with some extra “sleepy dust”, because we didn’t hear him arrive. He must have made a “bump” or two cutting through door screens, opening the porch door, cutting the screen near the front door, reaching in and unlocked the door, and entering the house. We didn’t hear anything unusual. With the rain, thunder, lightning, branches falling out of trees, and unbelievably loud frogs, we get used to noise. I remember I was having really cool dreams.

By the time the visitor left, we were out two computers, a digital camera, and two bicycles taken from the front porch – locked, but the keys were inside the house. Also a bunch of stuff belonging to our unfortunate sleepover. They also made off with a boom box, called a “grabadora” here – he grabbed it and ran out the door-a!

Following Ben Zander’s advice in “The Art Of Possibilities”, I thought about sending the thief a letter giving him an “A+” for technique. Not only was he very quiet, he sorted through the box of computer “stuff” we keep with the computers in the Dry Box in the room where our friend was staying. He took only those cables and items related to computers. He knew what he was doing. Reluctantly, I have to admit it was done well.

I know he peeked into our bedroom. On my side table, nearest the door, we had a tiny plastic bag filled with white powder. I think I know what might have gone through his head… “Wait – that looks like… OMG, I’ll just take that bag along.”

The little bag held a white powder concoction made up for us by Gregory the Bush Doctor. Its purpose? To eliminate hongos – mold. In this climate, people can get moldy! You can point to some old folks and say “oldy but moldy”, and so on. 

I called Gregory and asked about the powder. “It’s made up of several different sulfur compounds. If he snorts it, he’ll likely burn a hole in his nose, and have unstoppable diarrhea for a couple of weeks.” I laughed out loud – jungle justice!

Then, I thought briefly of making a thermos of coffee and going to the local clinic to visit our friend Dr. Brown. I was sure we would see the culprit walk in holding his nose and his butt … Life and Bridge activities caught up with us instead, and onward we went. 

Fortunately, we had a smallish donated laptop tucked away under a stack of stuff in the Dry Box, which we had been letting the kids use for educational software. After considerable backup restores, we’re sort of back in operation again. I will have to go to an Internet café to access PayPal, but nearly everything else can proceed as normal. We will not be able to show DVD movies, however, or to access YouTube, which was to be an advertising vehicle for El Puente. We’re on the lookout for two older laptops, one for Nanci’s art and writing, and one for my work for The Bridge. If you know of anyone who might have a suitable laptop, please get in touch. We can talk about the software and hardware, and figure out together if it’s good for what’s happening here.

Lessons learned: daily backups of selected important files to a folder on our website; put a second lock on the front door that can’t be reached from the window; always have a bag of that white powder around to help “tag” a thief.

SCHOOL’S SUPPOSED TO BE CLOSED TODAY 

Here it is Friday, and the school is supposed to be closed. At least, that’s what they said yesterday. Although it’s been raining heavily at night, and the rivers and wells are full, the water pipeline into town is dry. This happens often when a heavy storm hits. The filters the water company uses get clogged with debris. And they have to send a crew into the jungle to clear the intake. They have that service call scheduled for Monday. 

In the meantime, school’s supposed to be closed, since they don’t have water for the rest rooms or the kitchen. The kids are on the loose. Er, the teachers were in the school and some of the kids went to class. Do I sound confused?

And we’re out of water in the house, with a small amount in the reserve tank. We’ve been collecting rainwater at night. During the daytime, I think of that old Buddhist joke: “Before enlightenment, chop wood, carry water. After enlightenment, Chop wood….

…carry water.”

YOU CAN HELP US! 
There are several ways you can help.

· Send this email to people you know who might also enjoy it.

· Post a message about us on social networking sites or discussion boards dealing with adventure, travel, volunteering, education, microlending, human services, eliminating poverty, or other humanitarian activities.

DONOR NOTES

We say “Thank You!” again to our regular donors, who faithfully provide a monthly donation to help keep us going!  And “Thank You” as well to those who continue to support us through occasional donations – they are appreciated. 

THANK YOU!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

We’re grateful at the continuing support we have been getting.

You all are allowing us to continue to serve!

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.

Make a Monthly Pledge by clicking here.

Make an immediate donation online by clicking here, 

where you can use a credit card or an E-Check.

Or, mail a check made out to “El Puente” with “Member 29409704” 

in the Memo Field to

USE Credit Union, 8697 La Mesa Blvd, La Mesa, CA 91941

Deductions are tax-deductible

(And please drop us an email letting us know you’ve done it 

so we can say a proper “Thank You!”)

Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!
* * * * * * * *

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!

[image: image3.png]/47 ¥ Hpuer”




IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Download a Powerpoint presentation by CLICKING HERE
Download brochures in Spanish or English by CLICKING HERE
Go to the newsletter archive by CLICKING HERE
See some Video clips showing activities at The Bridge by CLICKING HERE 
CONTACT INFORMATION

Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
           nanci.stevens@gmail.com
Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585

SKYPE: barry.stevens2













