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Nanci, right, serving the crowd gathered for Christmas, 2008

At The Bridge.

RECENT NEWS

We said “we have a problem”, and we’re electrified with your response! The 2009 School Year is almost here, and we’re getting a late start. We had a very enjoyable Christmas at The Bridge!  

AN ELECTRIFYING RESPONSE 

A short time ago, I wrote you that we were having an electrical emergency. Thanks to your immediate response, we are “electrified” once again. With a part of the cash you provided, we replaced a 60-foot portion of the 650-foot long cable between the electric meter and the house. As the electrician said, this would be only a temporary fix. Then we priced out the replacement of the entire length of cable, as well as an alternate plan – moving the electric meter onto this property. Turns out it’s cheaper to move the meter onto the property – and we get “cleaner” electricity in the bargain! 

So what does an electrical meter and power cable look like in the jungle?
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       Here’s the power meter, complete with a                                  Here’s a portion of the cable splicing job... 

   broken main switch, where a rock thrown by a                     and it’s not immediately obvious, but the cable is at

passing car has broken the ceramic switch handle.                                                   waist level.

With your response, you provided just over $1,000 for the repair. Initial estimates for moving the meter to our yard have the cost at approximately $600. As promised, we’ll get the repair done, and apply any balance to this year’s School and/or Food Programs.

We’ll keep you posted.  Thank you for your help! 

SCHOOL YEAR 2009 IS HERE! 

School starts about the second week in February this year, and it’s past time to get the year’s crop of students ready, with uniforms, school supplies, and textbooks. We’ve been immersed in emergencies here – a massive tropical storm and flooding, and our own electricity issues. As a result, we’re a little behind in getting ready for the next school year. 

Time is critical!
Last year, you helped us “suit up” 27 students in 6 public schools. Just to recap:

· Here’s a list of the Bridge Kids for 2008 www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page23.html
· You can see photos of 15 of the Bridge Kids who come through our yard www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page24.html - or below in this email. Like proud parents, we just had to show you the photos! 

· Last year’s official list of requirements, provided by the government, can be found at www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page36.html, and totaled $152 per youngster as a start-the-year cost.

This year, we have been seeing an increase in costs of approximately 30%, due in part to price increases. We’re also going to continue buying higher quality shoes and backpacks – these seem to be the quickest items to wear out. (By the way – backpacks that come from the USA tend to be higher quality, so those of you who are planning to travel in the next month, please bring down some backpacks!)

This year, we expect to see at least the same number of students as last year. That would bring our startup costs to approximately $198 per student for 27 students.  

Here are some of the “regulars” that we see often here at The Bridge, and that we expect to see again this year.
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You can help these children – and others – to have a better future!

Donate the costs to put one or more children in school this year!

Year by year, their future is built, and your help can make a vital difference!

Ready to get involved?

Click here to send one or more children to school
Do it today!

You’ll be glad you did!
CHRISTMAS AT THE BRIDGE 

The Bridge families once again gathered for this year’s Christmas party and, as they say, “a good time was had by all”. Nanci and a few of the Bribri girls and mom Maria sorted through the goods that were donated and previously purchased for presents and identified who should get what. They all had fun wrapping and marking the packages. 

Of course, Santa had to make an appearance, so...
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Ronualdo, the little imp, stepped in to fill the bill. He made quite a picture as he stood there in the familiar indigenous pose – arms folded, feet spread apart – and only the slightest trace of a big grin barely visible under the edge of the hat.

After a great meal, the gifts were handed out.

Then there’s the tradition of the piñata. We learned long ago the wisdom of having two piñatas – one for the adults, one for the kids. Left to themselves, the “big kids” will scoop up all the goodies from both, plowing the young ones under in the process. 
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Here’s Ronualdo, blindfolded, starting to swing              ...the children dove in to get the toys and

at the piñata. After he and several other kids                    candies that tumbled out of the piñata

had their chance...                                                              after it broke wide open.
We were again blessed with Timoteo Jackson and his family as they joined the party. Timo offered a prayer both in Spanish and Bribri. After, that is, delivering a rather emphatic message that said, basically, that “when you have children, you must take proper care of them.”

All in all, it was a great party!

YOU CAN HELP US! 
There are several ways you can help.

· Send this email to people you know who might also enjoy it.

· Post a message about us on social networking sites or discussion boards dealing with adventure, travel, volunteering, education, microlending, human services, eliminating poverty, or other humanitarian activities.

DONOR NOTES

We say “Thank You!” again to our regular donors, who faithfully provide a monthly donation to help keep us going!  And “Thank You” as well to those who continue to support us through occasional donations – they are appreciated. 

THANK YOU!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

We’re grateful at the continuing support we have been getting.

You all are allowing us to continue to serve!

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.

Make a Monthly Pledge by clicking here.

Make an immediate donation online by clicking here, 

where you can use a credit card or an E-Check.

Or, mail a check made out to “El Puente” with “Member 29409704” 

in the Memo Field to

USE Credit Union, 8697 La Mesa Blvd, La Mesa, CA 91941

Deductions are tax-deductible

(And please drop us an email letting us know you’ve done it 

so we can say a proper “Thank You!”)

Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!
* * * * * * * *

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Download a Powerpoint presentation by CLICKING HERE
Download brochures in Spanish or English by CLICKING HERE
Go to the newsletter archive by CLICKING HERE
See some Video clips showing activities at The Bridge by CLICKING HERE 
CONTACT INFORMATION

Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
           nanci.stevens@gmail.com
Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585

SKYPE: barry.stevens2













