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In 2008, we served 3,231 bowls of soup- from this kitchen. Picture, if you will, Nanci, a permanent crew member, and two or three volunteers going in and out of this area. We really get to know each other here!

RECENT NEWS

What would cause an otherwise sane young woman to jump out of an airplane at 13,000 feet after spending some time volunteering with El Puente? Find the surprising answer below! How many youngsters you know have ever asked the question “Why do I have to go to school?” Bribri kids are no different, as you’ll see in this issue. When is a tribe not a tribe? When they can’t read and write their own language – The Bridge gets involved. How many glasses of juice has our Community Kitchen served since January 1?  The answer to that health-giving question is below.  Enjoy this issue!

NICKI  GOHS  SKYDIVING

No, it’s not a typo – her name is Nicki Goh.  She’s a recent visitor to The Bridge who fell in love with the kids and El Puente, and went back home to England with an idea.  Best to let her tell you. 

JUMPING OUT OF PERFECTLY GOOD AIRPLANES!

Nicki Goh

On the 30th  of August, I will be jumping out of a plane at the not-too-shabby height of 13,000 ft strapped to somebody that I have not yet had the pleasure to meet. I am petrified of flying at the best of times, but I am heading up into the clouds with the doors fully open in an attempt to raise some money for a really good cause. The jump will take place near Peterborough in the UK (weather permitting - it may be August, but this is England after all!) and will involve an exhilarating free-fall for 8,000 ft before I float calmly back to terra firma.

I would be delighted if you would support me in what I am increasingly convinced is a crazy challenge! Any donation to the charity in the name of this event would be very much appreciated.

Who’s the charity? El Puente, of course! You’ve seen me before – I was in one issue of the El Puente newsletter with the following foto:
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(That’s me on the right)

If you want to contact me, either to enquire about my sanity, or to make a pledge, I can be reached at nickigoh@gmail.com
I’ll let Barry fill you in on the mechanics of making a pledge or simply sending in a donation in honor of the event!

See you after the jump!

***********

Now THERE’S a creative fund-raising idea! Good “Gohing”, Nicki!

To learn more about the jump, and to make a pledge from anywhere in the World, contact Nicki by visiting www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page38.html
I’ll gather some fotos of the event from Nicki – after her knees have stopped wobbling – and send them along in a Special Email.  In the meantime, you can keep track of pledges by visiting the link above!

SCHOOL’S BACK IN SESSION

...and So Is Homework – and One Boy Asks “Why?”

Now that school is back in session, many of the Bridge Kids are coming through here for help with their homework. Since they’re often the first in their family to go to school, there’s no help to be had at home. Nanci spends whatever time is needed to help these kids get through their assignments.
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... and then when there are multiple kids in the same family, they go home and continue working, helping each other as in this wonderful foto you’ve seen before...
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Nanci’s especially intrigued with algebra – and feels that asking the Bridge Kids to learn algebraic formulae is cruel and unusual punishment!

I found myself having a conversation with one of the still-unconvinced Bribri boys – 15 years old, in 2nd grade, and not sure why he has to go to school. (He’s on the left in the middle picture above) The old “it’s the law” argument just doesn’t cut it. So I showed him a cartoon representation of the “Tipos de Trabajo” (Types Of Work) available, how much they pay in wages, and the kind of education and experience needed to get those wages. I  began with the “Chappear” work (cutting back the jungle with a machete), a back-breaking, physically damaging kind of work that is often a Bribri’s only option, paying just over $1 an hour. The Bribri men we know who earn money this way can work for several days, then must rest and let their bodies heal.  We worked up through store clerk, tourist guide, eventually ending up at computer programmer at a top wage of $17.60 an hour. As we talked, his eyes got bigger, his “actitude” (attitude) went away, and he picked up the two sheets of paper and started to re-read them on his own. These may not sound like much, but the middle-class wage in this country starts at roughly $2 an hour. 

So bottom line, as we’re able to continue keeping these kids in school, they can look forward to much better opportunity, and “much more life”, in less damaging working conditions than their parents have yet been able to achieve. Your continuing assistance is vital in this process!

CULTURAL PRESERVATION

Cultural Preservation has come to the fore lately. Beginning with Don Candido and a focus on medicinal plants, we have been nibbling around the edges of the topic for several years. Recently, we got in touch with a group at the University of Costa Rica (UCR), where they have been creating materials to teach the Bribri language.

According to some sources, only about 3% of the Bribri people read and write their own language! This is a very critical situation. A written language is one of the criteria used to determine if a tribe is actually a tribe. When I told this to one of the Bribri adults, he answered, “So what?” I said “no tribu, no reserva” – (no tribe, no reserve) – they could lose their land. He stopped talking, his mouth open, and after a moment said “Oh.” 

If you’re curious about the Bribri language, I’ve uploaded a sample of the spoken language taken from the UCR Bribri language curriculum. We’ve been copying the materials and distributing them without charge to anyone who is interested in teaching the language. To hear the sample, CLICK HERE. You’ll be listening to the many ways that people can say “Hello” in Bribri, along with the proper responses. The file is in MP3 format, and it’s about 3 MB in size.

We look forward to continuing this Program, and “growing” it as appropriate. It, too, is vital – if the Bribri were to lose their reserve, their tribe would be pushed backward in a step toward obscurity. Here, too, your assistance is vital!

THE GOINGS-ON AT THE BRIDGE

Here’s what’s been happening 

We thought you’d be interested in seeing what’s been going on this year as far as ongoing activities are concerned. Here’s some info taken from our logs about operations from January 1 – July 31  2008

	Bags of food distributed
	184
	Each bag feeds a family of 4 for a week.

	Meals Served
	2,154
	Substantial nutrition three days a week.

	Bowls of Soup served
	3,231
	Some people have seconds!

	Glasses of Juice Served
	6,462
	About 3 glasses per meal

	Cups of Coffee Served
	4,308
	About 2 cups per meal

	Students supported in School
	27
	Total in six schools

	Students walking thru our yard daily
	12
	These boys and girls come for homework help


This is all done out of a kitchen about 4 feet wide by 10 feet long using what amounts to a camp stove run with Propane gas! There’s a foto of this area where magic is done at the top of this issue. Nanci, the crew, and the Volunteers have it down to a science!

BUDGETING AND CASH FLOW

We expect August expenses to be roughly the same as July, projected at $2,800 for the month. As of this date, we’ve received $1,090 in donations, and $100 in product sales, with a receiving target of $1,610.

We are really grateful for the support we continue to receive from both individual donors and to those who have been pledged to a monthly donation.

OUR MONTHLY PLEDGE DONORS

We recently started a new Monthly Pledge Program, with a special mailing to our Friends and Supporters.  Before the program began, we had three formally pledged donors – Lark Randall, Casa Amma, and Barry Stevens, Co-Founder of The Bridge. 

We are pleased to add another Pledge Donor to that list – Michelle Wooten. Thank you Michelle!

If you’d like to make a Monthly Pledge, you can learn how by visiting 

www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page17.html. 

Choose your option, and we’ll get you started!

INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS

This is also an absolutely great time for an individual donation! The Bridge Kids in the School Program, and the families who come here for food and nutrition support at the Community Kitchen are depending on us – all of us – to continue their progress toward healthier, more expanded lives. 

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.

Donate online by clicking here, where you can use a credit card or an E-Check.

Or, mail a check made out to “El Puente” with “Member 29409704” in the Memo Field to

USE Credit Union, 8697 La Mesa Blvd, La Mesa, CA 91941

Deductions are tax-deductible

(And please drop us an email letting us know you’ve done it 

so we can say a proper “Thank You!”)

Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!
* * * * * * * *

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Download a Powerpoint presentation by CLICKING HERE
Download brochures in Spanish or English by CLICKING HERE
Go to the newsletter archive by CLICKING HERE
See some Video clips showing activities at The Bridge by CLICKING HERE 
CONTACT INFORMATION

Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
Our toll-free number from the US is 1-866-462-7585

SKYPE me at barry.stevens2 




A Jungle Bridge











Comments, Thoughts, and Pictures 


From Costa Rica














