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Nanci’s been working with a local sculptor, who showed up here with a larger-than-life  frog 

carved into a board. Nanci added some color, and here’s the outstanding result.!

Imagine having one of these babies hop across your kitchen floor!

NEWS – PART 1 of The Bridge Newsletter

A lot has happened this past month. After writing this issue, I realized it was too big to send as one email, for the sake of those who are working on dialup. “So, this is Part 1”. “Part 2” will follow. In this issue, we explore what happens when you take a 101-year-old Bribri woman out of the jungle.  We give you an “Arresting Tale” – which you can explore on your own – we won’t spoil the surprise. 

A GARDEN FOR FAUSTINA

You can take the woman out of the jungle, but you can’t take the jungle out of the woman.


What do you do for a 101-year-old Bribri lady who needs a touch of the jungle? Faustina is a Bribri great-grandmother who was  recently moved from her jungle home on the mountain to her hut nearer town. She had plants and animals to care for on the mountain. Her life “down here” had become pretty quiet. Nanci came up with the idea of building a garden for Faustina. 

Kia Ruiz and Terry Cabeen are in town for their wedding – they and some of their guests volunteered. Here, Kia shows the plants bought by the guests at the nearby Botanical Garden, where Peter Kring, the owner, helped choose plants that would be likely to grow in her yard

. 

Faustina sits in her living room chair, on the front 

porch of her hut, while looking over the plants
The garden was built, and according to Nanci, Faustina was “very happy.” 

“Thank You!” to Kia, Terry, and their guests. 

AN ARRESTING TALE 

One of the things we supply is hope – that life can be different – even better – than it has been. Progress can be slow, and when it comes it can be dramatic. Francisco, now 18 years old, comes from a very troubled family, one that has known only violence and sexual abuse for generations. For them, this was normal life.  The Bridge helped Francisco enter first grade at 15. After only a year and a half his father yanked him out of school to go to work. Nanci gave him a Costa Rican law book. He taught himself to read – using the law book as his text. 

One recent evening Francisco came to our porch with his brothers and sisters. Settling around the table, he said that according to the law book, there are things his father is doing to his mother, brothers, and sisters that are illegal. He’d like to file a denuncia – legal complaint – against him. Nanci took them all to visit the area social services worker, who explained the whole process. They were ready. In the next two days they went to the police in Puerto Viejo and to the court in Bribri. 

Several days later, police arrested the father, explained his rights and the legal process, and then released him.

We’re told that “things have really changed” up on their part of the hill. The others in the family are more relaxed, laughing more than we’ve heard in four years. Things have markedly improved. 

And this after only a year and a half in school. Bravo, Francisco!      

Bwai!    Bwai! (Pronounced BWHY – meaning “Good”, in Bribri)

WE’D REALLY LIKE YOUR INPUT

We’ve just put a questionnaire on the website, and we’re looking for your opinions. It’s one page long, and our goal is to get input on our service here, and on how we portray it on the website. We enjoy all the supportive comments we get, and we would also like to see constructive criticism. It should only take a few minutes. You can stay anonymous if you choose, 

Thanks in advance for CLICKING ON THIS LINK and answering those questions that resonate with you.

YOU CAN HELP US! 
There are several ways you can help.

· Send this email to people you know who might also enjoy it.

· Post a message about us on social networking sites or discussion boards dealing with adventure, travel, volunteering, education, microlending, human services, eliminating poverty, or other humanitarian activities.

· Send us the names of your local newspapers, together with an editor’s name and email address. We’ll add the information to our growing Press Release File.

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

Thanks again to all of you who have been supportive with donations of clothes, supplies, and cash. The supplies are VERY handy, and are being distributed to those in need as fast as we can arrange it. 

The gap between expenses and revenue is getting smaller, but we still have a substantial negative.

Our operating budget is roughly $2,500 a month for all programs. 

Your cash donations are especially welcome!


* * * * * * * *

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Download a Powerpoint presentation by CLICKING HERE
Download brochures in Spanish or English by CLICKING HERE
Go to the newsletter archive by CLICKING HERE
See some Video clips showing activities at The Bridge by CLICKING HERE 
We Value Your Opinion - Give us your feedback by CLICKING HERE
CONTACT INFORMATION

Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585
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Comments, Thoughts, and Pictures 


From Costa Rica








NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.


Donate online by � HYPERLINK "http://www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page5.html" ��clicking here�, where you can use a credit card or an E-Check.


Or, mail a check made out to “El Puente” with “Member 29409704” in the Memo Field to


USE Credit Union, 8697 La Mesa Blvd, La Mesa, CA 91941


Deductions are tax-deductible


Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!








