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Amelia, Bribri mother of 9 children, came on this day just to visit. Her walk to The Bridge takes about 4 hours, from Margarita, south of Cocles, on the other side of Puerto Viejo. On this visit, she brought 5 of her 9 children along. We were previously able to help her get child support, (with the help of friends).  

RECENT NEWS

It’s time to turn “green”, as we open up discussions on a “green fund”. Three books are self-published to contribute to the revenue available to The Bridge. Outdoor construction is complete. Barry’s having an Identity Crisis. A truce is declared, open warfare ends, and peace settles onto the former combat zone. And we discover our phone is bugged. 

A “GREEN FUND”

It’s time to start building a funding organization in the US. To put it rather bluntly, the purpose of the fund will more “Green”, than “Greed”. We’re seeing a substantial desire to participate in such a fund, and my guts say “now’s the time”. There are many projects emerging here that can be of serious use.

· Clean water systems;

· Food growing projects;

· Guadua Bamboo growing projects;

· Training projects in use of Guadua for construction and furniture;

· Bridge construction on jungle trails over rivers;

· Construction of a school;

· Construction of an easily accessible tourist center.

Any of you “back there” who are interested in such a project, send me an email, and I’ll add you to the email list of insiders on this one. I have no idea where it will go, or when it will go there. But the “insiders” will be the first to know. 

BOOKS JUST PUBLISHED 

We have been looking at any intellectual properties or assets we have that we can sell. This week, we self-published three books, and there are at least three more to come. You can see the first three by visiting the El Puente Storefront  at the self-publishing website by clicking here.  Books ordered there will be printed on demand, and shipped directly from the printer. 

The books include:

· How To Do Scratchboard, by Nanci Wright

· Life Planning Workbook, by Barry Stevens

· Driving Skills Assessment, by Barry Stevens

Future books will be announced shortly

All profits obtained will be donated to fund the operations of The Bridge.  

THE OUTDOOR CONSTRUCTION IS COMPLETE 

We reported that it had become necessary to build an outdoor structure and bathrooms to serve the people who come here. The construction, except for a coat of paint, is complete, and the bathrooms are fully operating. There are two large septic tanks in the finished system. 
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The outdoor construction, with shower, toilet, urinal, and a sink. The new area under cover is 

approximately 180 ft2 or 20m2, which technically increases the value of the house the way things are done here. 

I don’t now the exact financial effect.

The cost of construction is as follows:

	TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COST
	
	
	
	
	

	   Labor
	
	
	$1,074
	
	

	   Materials
	
	
	$1,173
	
	

	
	TOTAL SPENT
	$2,247
	
	

	PAID BY
	
	
	
	
	

	  Loan – Operating cash from other Bridge programs
	
	$956
	 Still outstanding

	  Loan - Credit line at Ferreteria
	
	
	$600
	 Still outstanding

	  Loan - from private lender
	
	
	$600
	 Still outstanding

	  Cash - from daily operating cash
	
	
	$91
	
	

	
	TOTAL PAID
	$2,247
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	FUND RAISING NEED
	
	
	
	
	

	  Pay off loans
	
	
	$2,156
	
	


We will include this project in our ongoing fundraising program.

IDENTITY CRISIS

It’s true. I’m having an identity crisis. “See, Officer, here’s how it is. I got into a mood to eliminate clutter – took apart my wallet, and sorted out a LOT of pieces of paper, mostly receipts, filed the receipts, threw out some paper scraps, and put the rest back in my wallet. I really DO have a valid driver’s license, I just don’t know where it is right now!”

So, driving carefully is in order...  until the replacement piece of paper comes by mail from California...

My 65th birthday comes up on September 1, and I may have to renew it in person. So I’ll be lining up some speaking engagements at various churches the last week in August and the first week in September, as well as visiting with a group of people who have agreed to participate in the “Green Fund”,  From a funding standpoint – be thinking about airline tickets!

A TRUCE IS DECLARED – OPEN WARFARE ENDS

We previously reported open warfare between the “Queen” cat in our house – Tica. We had even started calling her “Queen Nefertica”. When the new kid on the block entered the house, the “stuff” really hit the fan. Well, things have changed.
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Here’s the proof – they’re “sort of... uh, er, “oocasionally” getting along.

OUR PHONE IS BUGGED

We returned home one day only to discover – our phone had been bugged.
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If you saw the movie “A Bug’s Life”, you’ll recognize the hero of that film as the muñeca 

that was “bugging our phone. The Kids saw the movie, and loved the little bug hero. 

We think that conspiring little Bribri fingers may have had something to do with this action.

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to three people you know who might also enjoy it.
If they like it, they can sign up with us directly!


* * * * * * * *

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Go to The Bridge Blog by CLICKING HERE 
Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.   
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials

Bilingual Powerpoint Presentation Materials and Brochures
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.


Go to the website donation page by � HYPERLINK "http://www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page5.html" ��clicking here�, where you can use a credit card. 


Or, mail a check made out to “El Puente del Caribe” to 


Barry or Nanci Stevens, c/o Roberts, 1437 Sierra Circle, El Cajon, CA 92020


Remember – deductions are tax-deductible


Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!





A Jungle Bridge











Comments, Thoughts, and Pictures 


From Costa Rica











