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In this shot, taken during a Saturday afternoon movie, Mayra holds the newly donated blonde baby doll..This is a particular favorite. Mayra enjoys holding this little muñeca. With seven kids, she’s particularly happy with the doll. “No necisita comer, no ruido, no orinar, no caca”

RECENT NEWS

School’s back in session, and the work of suiting ‘em up and outfitting the kids who come to The Bridge has begun. High-Speed Internet access is enabling Barry to play catch-up with much-needed updates. Mrs McNugget comes through, and Nanci skirts the issue. We’re looking for a Photoshop volunteer!

SCHOOL’S IN!

“Reading, and writing, and ‘rithmetic” 

We've started into the 2007 school year. As before, we're "nibbling" our way along. School kids show up for assistance at the beginning, and then more show up until about mid-March. At that point we'll have a good idea about the books needed, and any lingering issues with uniforms and supplies. Nanci's list is at 24 children so far. 

There are people and activity everywhere!
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 There’s the usual cast of characters...                           A new family showed up from the interior

                                                                                        With four more first graders and a dad...
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Suited up this bunch, and headed into                 Nanci works with Zoraida and two of her kids

School with the Dad to register                             to understand the requirement for books
We won’t have a clear idea of all the requirements for about another three weeks. 

Thanks for all the supplies and cash already donated. As usual, we'll keep you posted.

ON GOING FASTER

“Yay God! We finally got it!”

The new level of internet speed will let us do more frequent website updates, to keep website visitors more aware of current events here. We'll try using the blog again, enjoying two-way communications with our friends and supporters. 
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From Low Speed .........    To High Speed

It will be used for some fun things as well. When Sandy Chute brought a group here to visit, she’d been  asked to take pictures of some of the kids. She noted they probably didn't have any mirrors, and may have never seen their own faces. She also took a short movie clip of two Bribri girls just having fun. We flexed the new high-speed muscles, and put it up on the website. It requires the Quick-Time player, and can be found http://www.elpuente-thebridge.org/video 

just download the "bribri girls having fun" clip. If this link does not work, cut and paste the link into your browser. The video is a 3.8 MB download.

SKIRTING THE ISSUE 

We got new babies!

The McNugget Family does it again! Mrs. M has hatched, or “issued” another batch of kids. 
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Nanci gives Mrs. M a reassuring pat as another shell starts to break open. 

There were 5 chicks hatched. At night, they get in bed by running up a ramp into the protected zone. For the first few nights, Nanci threw a skirt over the stragglers and scooped them up into the coop when they didn’t catch on.

She sort of, er, ahem “skirted the issue”. 

RANDOM NOTES

Life Planning Workshop - we're teaming up with Scott Pralinsky, a therapist, and the Vista del Valle Hotel to hold a Life Planning Workshop here in Costa Rica. Targeted at College-age youth, it will be planned for the upcoming Spring Break. The El Puente share of the proceeds will be going to support its programs and operation. We’ll keep you posted as to how this project is coming along! 

PATENTLY STUPID

The Story of an Oxy-Moron

There was an interesting article written by Michael Crichton in the New York Times on Feb.13. It seems that about 20% of the genes in our bodies are privately owned, covered by patents issued by the US Patent Office. This has the chilling effect of stifling drug research, especially for drugs that interact with those "privately owned" genes, and tends to keep drug prices higher for products that now can have no competition. 

Such patents defy logic, at least, any form of logic that I can muster. Individual genes are molecules, grown within the human body. And a patent that limits the use of medical treatments involving that molecule only to a specific product simply makes no sense.

But, at the core, we are a practical people. Let's see how we can make use of this new development and extension of the law.

After all, it does open up great possibilities. Essentially, the patent granted covered a process, or a method of treatment, applied to a specific molecule. How could we extend that?

Oh, man, I got it! I could file for a patent on Oxygen... that's it - Oxygen. It's a molecule, and it's involved in the process of respiration. So the patent text would read, in part, that "this patent covers the use of the Oxygen molecule in the process of respiration." 

Some people might call me an Oxy-Moron, but no matter. At a royalty of $0.0000000000001 for every breath of air taken on the planet, adjusted for body weight and range of physical activity, I could use population data to make a LOT of money for El Puente! And with the precipitous rise in global population - the future possibilities are endless. 

Wow!

GRINGO! PTUI!

I was waiting outside ICE in Limon. When Nanci was through at Mas X Menos Supermarket, she'd be coming back to pick me up. I was enjoying the warm sun, and interested in the swirl of life on the street.

A black mommie and her child - probably around 5 - were walking along the street toward me. I nodded "hello". The little kid sneered and shouted "GRINGO!", then spit as heartily as he could on the sidewalk. The startled mommie pulled the kid's arm sharply, yanking him away. She looked a little embarassed, and would not make eye contact.

I had no reaction at all. 

VOLUNTEER NOTES

Photoshop Volunteer Wanted... 

With high speed access in operation, I'm getting some books ready to self-publish through a great website, www.lulu.com It's all gone swimmingly, until I got to the part about "Cover Art" for the front and back covers, and the spine of the books. I've tried everything I know how to do, and have not been able to create a page image at a high enough resolution to satisfy their publishing "engine". 

I'm hoping for a volunteer out there who has Photoshop or an equivalent package. I have cover designs, and can use Microsoft Publisher to create pages to send out. What I need is to turn that page design into a high-resolution JPG file. 

Anyone out there able to get involved?  

WEBSITE UPDATES

Search the GoodSearch

We recently updated the main El Puente website, updating a news column on the home page, and restoring the GoodSearch capability. Once again, you can use the GoodSearch engine, and The Bridge will receive about $0.01 for each search you do. When you get a chance, please try to use that search engine. It’s explained in detail on the El Puente website – see the details at 

www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page33.html
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Try it out today! Make it your favorite search engine!

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to two people you know who might also enjoy it.
If they like it, they can sign up with us directly!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

You’ve really responded to our last request for donations. About $1,500 has come in so far. We’re still about $1,000 shy of this interim target, and we’re knowing your response will continue!

Thank you for your support!


* * * * * * * *

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Go to The Bridge Blog by CLICKING HERE 
Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.   
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials

Bilingual Powerpoint Presentation Materials and Brochures
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.


Go to the website donation page by � HYPERLINK "http://www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page5.html" ��clicking here�, where you can use a credit card. 


Or, mail a check made out to “El Puente” to 


Barry or Nanci Stevens, c/o Roberts, 1437 Sierra Circle, El Cajon, CA 92020


Remember – deductions are tax-deductible


Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!





A Jungle Bridge











Comments, Thoughts, and Pictures 


From Costa Rica











