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Meet our mechanic. At least, a representation of our mechanic, Miguel Pelón.

Does he look pleased? “You’re fixing up the car?” He can do it, but it 

Won’t be his best assignment. We told him we’re assembling the cash, and some

“major surgery” will be needed. 

RECENT NEWS

Things are getting exciting around here. We’re getting involved in ways we hadn’t anticipated. Here are two quick notes to keep you posted on what’s going on.

A GOOD DAY IN THE JUNGLE 

Puerto Viejo de Talamanca, Costa Rica,  November 27, 2006. We had the joyful task this morning of coordinating all the research work that Dan Swank and John Owen did in tracking down a medication for papalomoyo - the local name for Leshmaniasis. It's an often fatal disease affecting millions worldwide. The medication in use now in Costa Rica is Glucantime, a compound of antimony – a heavy metal similar to lead. It cures Leshmaniasis now at the possible expense of the patient's liver at some time in the future. Dan and John tracked down a new drug that cures the disease without the long-term damage to the patient’s liver. Dan tried it out on himself – and it worked O.K.

Dan sent computer files that he and John had accumulated. We gathered them up on a CD, and brought the still-warm and nearly-spinning CD to Dr. Albert Brown, at the Hone Creek Clinic.  He cheerfully received them, and agreed to start the process of getting the drug approved for entry into Costa Rica.  He doesn't like Glucantime, but until now there had been no alternative. Now, there is another choice - it's name is Impavido®.

Thank you, John. Thank you, Dan.

A NOT-SO-GOOD DAY IN THE JUNGLE

On another note, we had the not-so-joyous experience of assisting Abelio, father of Alejandro, as he attempted to inform MINAE and the local Policia of an illegal logging operation being conducted inside the Reserve. Many magnificent trees are being illegally cut and sold outside of the reserve, a clear violation of the law.

This is a classic story, in which "civilization" marches against the rainforest. The easiest - and sometimes the only - source of cash for the indigenous is to sell off the trees. This, of course, depletes the rainforest, and if widely practiced, raises the emerging question, "For how long would you like to continue breathing oxygen?"

We stirred the pot a little by calling the Tico Times and letting them in on the proceedings. 

At last report, MINAE in Cahuita was calling the policia in Puerto Viejo. Abelio is waiting on the porch, to serve as a guide when the Policia show up. The Policia may have had to go to Cahuita to pick up a complaint paper - Cahuita is 15 minutes away.

The day is young!

YOU CAN HELP US! 
It’s exactly the right time to do your Holiday shopping at the El Puente Store! Greeting cards, books, and DVDs bought through the Store will help us finance the continuing operations of The Bridge, and keep us moving forward as we learn how we can be of service here in the rainforest. To visit the Store, click on this link.
And – get more people “tuned in” to the operations of The Bridge. Send this email to people you know who might also enjoy it. They can sign up with us directly. 

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

The bridge will need operating expenses of about $2,000 this month, to include car repairs and normal program and operational costs. You can help in two ways – 

· by shopping at the Online Store, and 

· by simply donating cash. 

Thank you all for your support!


* * * * * * * *

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.   
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials

Bilingual Powerpoint Presentation Materials and Brochures
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.


Go to the website donation page by � HYPERLINK "http://www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page5.html" ��clicking here�, where you can use a credit card. 


Or, mail a check with “The Bridge” in the Memo Field to 


Barry or Nanci Stevens, c/o Roberts, 1437 Sierra Circle, El Cajon, CA 92020


Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!





A Jungle Bridge











Comments, Thoughts, and Pictures 


From Costa Rica
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