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The kids play with the Wojiputer, donated by Bob & Diane Wojcik. Maria, on the far left, sports a new halter, placed on her shoulders by the hospital in Limón to treat a broken shoulder she “earned” in a fall on slippery rocks. Catie is next, barely clearing the keyboard. Next to her, Irene, one of our more vocal first-graders. Carmelita and Willi round out the picture. Of some interest – Irene comes from a different family and clan than the others. It’s been fun watching them all grow together as friends, something that doesn’t easily happen in their culture. Those plastic bags on the right? It’s Thursday, and there’s vegetables to be chopped for the week. 

RECENT NEWS

Happy Anniversary to us – as we mark our third year in Costa Rica! Nanci starts her book – and the first part is available on the website. Anger in the streets in Limón – Barry runs into an anti-CAFTA crowd while shopping. Espy’s back end needs some work. Life in the “Sun Forest” – water, water everywhere – except here. “Little” is here to stay – and Tica is gradually accepting the new cat on the block. Several fun stories show up as “Random Notes”. The website hits 100 visitors per day.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY – TO THE BRIDGE! 
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This issue marks the beginning of the third year of operation for The Bridge. There are about 120 people who provided cash or donated goods in support of the efforts. Nearly two dozen volunteers have shown up, some coming repeatedly to help out. Other determined volunteers provide “substantial” operating support in the USA. 

As we enter this third year, we say “THANK YOU!” to all who have helped – and in many cases continue to help make this operation a success. 

And, while we’re in a thankful mood,

Happy Thanksgiving to one and all!

Gobble, gobble!

THE BRIBRI AND THE BRIDGE

Nanci is writing a book – telling the story of The Bridge through her eyes. Her goal is to assemble a book about the adventure. You will be able to download it for free as it progresses. “Or,” as Nanci says, “wait until it comes out in book form and buy it for all your friends and relatives!”

Here’s a teaser.

Every so often I lift my myopic eyes above the all consuming adventure we’ve carved out for ourselves here and remember there’s a whole world out there beyond my horizon. I also realize that if it weren’t for the players at the other ends of the world with their prayers, their talents, and their extras, we could not continue to do what we do; the most meaningful and satisfying work we’ve ever done. “I have sent you nothing but angels...”

You can download all of Part 1 by going to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/nanci and downloading the file named The Bribri and The Bridge–Part 1.doc

As Nanci progresses, we’ll post additional material and let you know it’s there. 

Enjoy!

ANGER IN THE STREETS

On October 23, I drove to Limón to pick up some hard-to-find groceries at Mas X Menos in Limón Centro. While going through the checkout line, I heard angry shouting and chanting  in the street directly outside. The crowd was shouting their opposition to CAFTA – the free trade agreement that will ultimately break the government monopoly on telecommunications, internet access, and much more, possibly putting thousands of Costa Ricans out of work. Prices for goods and services inside the country would have to drop in response to competitive pressures, cutting more jobs or workers’ incomes. They were in the streets, and they were angry.

Visions of past TV news reports of angry street protests flashed through my head. I was determined to be on my way as quickly as I could. Finishing the checkout, I loaded up Espy. As I drove out of the covered parking area I could see the crowd to my right, waving signs, shouting, and shaking their fists. I turned away from them. I was determined to get out of there quickly. I had no trouble.

Newspapers later reported scattered violence, as the police had to take action to stop the angry crowd. By the time that happened, I was out of Limón and on my way back home.

Phew!
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ESPY'S BACK END

Espy is a school bus, a grocery van, a hospital emergency vehicle, and mover of construction materials. She also gets Nanci around to galleries and hotels that sell greeting cards in support of Bridge activities, and gets Barry around to places where he has built websites... in short, Espy's a busy girl.

Early in her CAReer, probably when she was a taxi, she had an accident. As part of the repair, her frame was welded together. The welds broke on the “Perpetual Persistent Pothole Pounding Punishment” we have around here, and the body began to open up and corrode. It will cost less than $2,000 to repair her again, and more than $4,000 to replace her. Of course, because the entire drive train has been kept in near-perfect condition by Miquel, el Mechánico Milagro (Miracle Mechanic) our choice is – to repair again.

The car’s back end has open holes, where the salt air has corroded through the paint and metal. In one photo below, Espy’s visible outside the window, wearing the requisite tarp to keep her insides dry when not in use. 


I’ve done some editing on this photo of her back end. To keep from putting a lot of energy on the damage and the problems, I crudely edited the photo, producing a result that should look  “somewhat” like the car should look after repairs. Those with sharp eyes can find the many trouble spots. 

In the meantime, those of you who understand the power of setting clear mental intentions, please visualize Espy’s repaired back end with us, completely sealed up and painted over to help her stay in good, solid condition. 

This will be one of the items in our “Funding Needs”, which you’ll be hearing about soon

LIFE IN THE SUN FOREST

Wait... the SUN forest? Re-read that title... yup – that’s what it says - LIFE IN THE SUN FOREST. In a freak bit of weather, we’re experiencing much more sunshine – and less rain – than is normal here.  As a result, there’s a water “issue”. The tank is empty, and there’s only a small amount of water in the line – from about 2 AM until about 5 AM. So, you’ll find us up during those times, filling buckets of water at the outside faucet, which is only inches above the ground. We shuttle back and forth to the house, filling much bigger buckets to store the day’s supply of water. The good news? It’s Thursday, when we wash vegetables and chop them up for the week. We had enough water for washing Barry and Nanci, soup, coffee, washing vegetables, washing dishes, flushing the toilet, and cleaning up after Soup Kitchen. It was a good day. 

Through the day, we’ve developed a crude “water re-use” procedure. Clean, fresh water is used for cooking and making juice and coffee. Fresh water and rain water are used for washing dishes. Soapy rinse water, whether from dishes or showers, is saved  and used for flushing the toilet. Any unused rinse water goes to the flowers outside. 

“LITTLE” IS HERE TO STAY 

Some time ago, we mentioned we were gifted with a kitten – in bad shape, still nursing, but without a mommie. Enter Nanci the rehabber, and Little, as he became known,  was rescued by some goat’s milk, Pedialyte, and antibiotics, and he was fine.

We neglected to get Tica’s permission in advance, however, and she has been displaying some “interesting” behaviors, obviously directed to convincing us that life around here would be better without the interloper. 

“Little”, as he is called, now careens around here like a pin ball in a very active pinball machine. As he bounces around the place, he takes an occasional swipe at Tica, hoping to goad her into playing. Tica has graduated from open hostility, to running away, finally reaching grudging tolerance. 
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In this foto Tica, in the background, shoots “Little” a  fiery look (slightly enhanced by the camera flash). while “Little” (also known as McUnderfoot)  looks on, with a plaintive expression that says “Can’t we all just get along?”

RANDOM NOTES

INDEPENDENCIA – Alejandro Goes To Bribri. Alejandro has been earning small amounts of money, and putting his earnings into a savings account at the local bank. Last week, his sister Maria needed a pair of shoes. Alejandro got up at oh-dark-thirty and took the bus to Bribri. He bought her the sneakers, with his own money, and came back to The Bridge to wait for her arrival about 9:30. She was delighted. He was proud.  

Getting A Cell Phone And High-Speed Access - The Docudrama. As new cell lines are allocated, the rush begins to secure a number. We drive 45 minutes to Limón, stand in line for an hour or more... only to hear the person behind the counter say “This Motorola cell phone isn’t supported by ICE” – even though we later learned when we bought it used, it was already operating on the ICE network. Or, next time in line, “there are no more lines left – come back about the middle of December.” We are also signed up with RACSA for high-speed access! Again, expected about the middle of December.

This is a practical, on-the-ground result of a country that is, according to the CIA World Factbook,  spending $3 billion a year, and taking in $2 billion a year. They rob Pietro to pay Paulo, so to speak. Installation of new electric services is deferred to transfer available cash to road repair. From road repair to schools. From schools to medical. From medical to regular telephone service. From phone service – back to electric service. Wherever pressures and immediate needs dictate. 

Joseph Has A Job... Yay, Joseph! Joseph and Jacqueline are still here. Our “spies” tell us they have been attending the local 12-step group. They are proudly wearing their “30-day-clean” pins. Joseph has been working at two places well south of Puerto. Way to go, guys! 

The  Bridge On Autopilot... Ran Very Well Indeed During Our Absence. When we recently visited San José, we left The Bridge in the hands of Maria and Daniel, together with a group of volunteers. We got glowing reports from visitors, who couldn’t believe how well the place ran in our absence. We congratulated them both on our return. Good job!

Watching “My Fellow Americans” On Election Night Ah, there’s just something exciting about Election Night TV coverage in the USA. Not having that available, Nanci and I decided to watch a DVD instead – “My Fellow Americans”, involving the election and terms of three fictional presidents and their shenanigans. 

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Christmas is coming, and you can do your Christmas shopping through the El Puente Store. Send El Puente cards out for Christmas! Every card you buy helps the programs of El Puente – The Bridge. Every time you write “Merry Christmas” on one of the cards, that’s another step toward helping a kid stay in school. Go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/store and check out what’s available!

Send this email to people you know who might also enjoy it. They can sign up with us directly. 

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

Can we REALLY pull this off?
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It’s all a question of perspective!
Question: “Well, OK. But... how are we going to do it?”

Answer: “One visitor at a time”
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In over one year, website traffic has increased to over 100 visitors per day, as shown in data taken from website logs. And, over the same time, the number of volunteers, donors, and visitors at The Bridge has picked up markedly. 

How can we do it?

One Visitor at a time. 

One Volunteer at a time. 

One Donor at a time.

One Family at a time.

One Child at a time.

* * * * * * * *

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Go to The Bridge Blog by CLICKING HERE 
Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.   
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials

Bilingual Powerpoint Presentation Materials and Brochures
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.


Go to the website donation page by � HYPERLINK "http://www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page5.html" ��clicking here�, where you can use a credit card. 


Or, mail a check with “The Bridge” in the Memo Field to 


Nanci or Barry Stevens, C/O Roberts, 1437 Sierra  Circle, El Cajon, California, 92020


Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!





A Jungle Bridge











Comments, Thoughts, and Pictures 


From Costa Rica











