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Here is the first picture from the Kodak EasyShare camera that was donated by John Wright! Thanks to Paul Auger, and a number of other people who brought the camera down here,  or provided information.

Espy is covered with a blanket of flowers as the giant trees overhead turn a beautiful shade of yellow. 

At times, blossoms fall in a tropical version of a blizzard.

RECENT NEWS

Finally, all the parts for the Kodak camera come together. We expect to bring you more images of the activities here in the near future. We’ll be visiting in the San José area during the first week in October. In this issue, we touch on the unexpected – similarities between a startup and a family coming out of poverty. Mother’s Day provides some humor. We get involved in “Many Laundering.” More on Buying The Farm – finally, the date approaches.

HOPE IN THE JUNGLE

A family pulling itself out of extreme poverty, and getting through a business startup, have some interesting parallels. Priorities, critical needs, and available cash flow clash, and will determine if the effort succeeds or fails.  

Nanci and I moved from San Diego to a home in Puerto Viejo, on the Caribbean shore in Costa Rica. We didn't know the house sits on  a major walking trail into the jungle where many indigenous Bribri families live. We often saw an old man and two very young children walking toward town, returning later in the day with small bags of food. As time went on, we learned that they were indeed grocery shopping - in the garbage cans in town. 

Nanci had a pot of homemade soup on the stove as they walked by one day, and invited them to have a bowl. A soup kitchen was born. We started to meet more people from this  and other families, and got to know them and their children. We began to see the need for support of the families in education, and in helping them build their income so they can be self-sufficient. We also saw critical health needs, including assistance in emergencies as well as in day to day realities such as nutrition. As we saw more and more of these needs, we chose to respond, and El Puente - The Bridge, was born.

With indigenous families, as with families everywhere, there are immediate critical needs competing for available cash flow. The law in Costa Rica requires, for example, that children be sent to school.  Failure to do so is child abuse, and the government can take away the children. Schooling creates a serious financial impact even if public education is free. As for the rest of the families' needs, food must be bought, medical needs must be met, housing must be provided for, and a means must be developed of creating the income to achieve self-sufficiency.

As we grew, I was struck by the comparison between the economics of a family moving out of poverty and the financial situation of a start-up or turnaround company. In both cases, negative cash flow must be provided for if the turnaround is to succeed. And unless you do a series of equally critical things simultaneously, the whole process is likely to fail. 

These observations were the basis of formulating the services delivered by The Bridge.  

For those who joined us recently: The Bridge provides educational assistance, food assistance, microloans, and critical needs support for mainly indigenous people in the Caribbean shore area of Costa Rica. As of 2006, we put 31 children in school, made 22 microloans, serve about 100 people a week healthy meals, and provide seven bags of food a week to families on a work-for-food barter program. Our goal: to help people help themselves to self-sufficiency.

What we added in this article, however, is this: most importantly, all of these services are delivered at the same time. We also help strengthen pride, by demonstrating the value of the Bribri culture to the kids and adults themselves. Finally, each individual is allowed to feel hope, often for the first time in their lives. 

The combination of these services has shown itself to be a powerful approach to achieving self-sufficiency. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY IN COSTA RICA

It gets really crazy here on September 15, Independence day. Fireworks can be bought on the street in Limón, and people aren't afraid to use them. There was to be a huge parade in Puerto Viejo, and the school kids coming through here had to get costumes - like band people or majorettes - little kids of pre-kindergarten age had their own pastel blue dresses and pants, white shirts. The kids practiced their parade every day for a week. As the parade was assembling on the big day, it rained - one of those tropical RAINstorms, if you know what I mean. The parade was cancelled. Nanci loaded the disappointed kids in the car and took them up to Bribri. They picked up the bags of groceries, did a little schmoozing, and had a great lunch at the bus stop restaurant.

It seemed as though everyone from San José eastward ended up in Puerto Viejo for a long weekend. Sunday, when Nanci and I went to Limón to do some shopping,  we found long traffic lines at the checkpoint on the way to Limón. The normally relaxed Fuerza Publica guys at the checkpoint were very serious, wearing flak jackets and carrying Uzis. 

"What, Officer? The trunk? You want me to open the trunk? OF COURSE! I'll ALWAYS open the trunk for someone carrying an Uzi!"

As the weekend wound down, some of the locals were picking up the "sleeping" guys by the hands and feet and moving them out of the traffic flow. The word for "hangover" in Spanish is "goma". I expect that there were a few cases of "goma" along the road as those guys woke up.

Costa Rican Independence Day, 2006

MOTHER’S DAY

With 31 “kids in school”, it had to happen. Nanci was invited to a Mother's Day celebration at a local elementary school. They had quite an involved presentation, about how important Mothers were, and "just how bad you'd feel if you lost your Mother and hadn't treated her right." Starting them off "right" – with a solid dose of guilt at a very young age.

They also had a raffle, where moms won prizes donated by the local merchants. Everyone got a real laugh when Maria won an electric fan. If you knew where she lived, you'd laugh too. It takes 40 minutes for her to walk out of the jungle to our place, and there isn't electricity anywhere around. 

The fan's sitting on our porch, and she really enjoys it when she's here.

MANY LAUNDERING

We recently received a very generous donation from a donor we'll call "Anonymous", at her request. Some of that money has been used, and we thought you'd be interested how.

Maria, a Bribri mom of 5 children, had been spending two full days a week at the river, washing clothes for her family, beating the clothes on rocks, wringing them out, hanging them on trees and bushes to dry. She spent so much time with her hands in water that she'd been suffering from "hongos" - mold - growing between her fingers, and had been unable to get rid of it. The three oldest children took turns joining her at the river on those days, making them unavailable for school.With Maria at the river, her husband Abelio had to stay home a day or two a week to watch the youngest child, baby Katie, cutting down on his ability to earn money.

The 5 school kids from another family of 7 children had been making the 1 hour and 10 minute trek from their home in the jungle to the school in Puerto Viejo, then back again each day. Their mother, Mayra, also spent many hours at the river, washing clothes. At her home, the river is at the bottom of a very steep trail, with the vertical distance being three or four stories, up a dirt trail so steep that it's necessary to grab onto trees and roots to climb the trail. In spite of their Mom's efforts, these kids' school clothes were getting dirtier and dirtier. They had become the brunt of some very cruel schoolyard banter, and were even scolded by the teachers for their dirty appearance. Their school attendance started to decline. 

We had been loaned a washing machine by a neighbor.  We started using this machine, and the two families began changing their lives for the better. Although it was a GE brand, the particular model was made in Mexico, and was just not up to the job of washing laundry for this many people. It broke down, and the families went back to the river. We called GE in the US, and they found a repair company in Costa Rica. The repaired machine went back to the owner, and the families went back to the river.

We found a store in Limón that sells industrial-grade washers and dryers. For $700, they delivered one of each. We had Alejandro, an electrician from Nicaragua and one of our volunteers, install 110 and 220 volt outlets. We had Daniel, a volunteer and a partner with us at The Bridge, build a roof over the machines. Although both guys are volunteers, we paid them something for their time, and for another $100 in materials and labor, we had a jungle laundry.

The kids in Mayra's family are spending more time at school, with clean clothes and more of a smile. Now, they attend almost every day.

Maria's time has been freed up from laundry, and her hands are healing. Abelio has another day to work at the "micro-business" he's been building, where he is cutting back the jungle around a dozen houses. Maria has elected to work with him one day a week, further increasing their earnings. 

One family, one person at a time...  

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

Buying The Farm

Finally! The title to the house and land we're buying has cleared. Now, we are only 15 days from owning this place. (as of September 21)

We're also 15 days away from reaching a deal to finance this place. For those who haven't seen the start of this process, the purchase price is $45,000. We've paid $7,100 already, leaving a balance of $37,900. 

We've explored banking opportunities, and although cash is available here in country, at what could be great rates and terms, it would require a co-signer with established credit in Costa Rica until we’ve audited three years of operation. 

We continue to raise cash, based on about $200,000 of assets we have and are selling in the US, but the timing is too short to help with this deadline.

So keep your eyes and ears open. If you or someone you know might be willing to do such a deal, let us know! 

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Forward this email to five people you know who might also enjoy it. They can sign up with us directly. 


* * * * * * * *

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Go to The Bridge Blog by CLICKING HERE 
Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.   
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials

Bilingual Powerpoint Presentation Materials and Brochures
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.


Go to the website donation page by � HYPERLINK "http://www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page5.html" ��clicking here�, where you can use a credit card. 


Or, mail a check with “The Bridge” in the Memo Field to 


Nanci or Barry Stevens, C/o Theresa Roberts, 1437 Sierra Circle, El Cajon, CA 92020


Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!








A Jungle Bridge











Comments, Thoughts, and Pictures 


From Costa Rica











