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This sign appeared on the road to Bribri. They may have had one too many visitors stopping in and asking to see a “handmade Bribri”, and it’s been replaced. We got a picture before it was changed.

RECENT NEWS

It’s been over a month since the last issue. Nanci and I are fine, The Bridge is going along swimmingly. Nanci’s planning to put some of her work in an art festival that’s coming up here. Another one of the families that comes to The Bridge is rapidly setting up a business that will create self-sufficiency, and you’ll hear more on that later.   

In this issue: The Bridge becomes a for-profit, and donations increase significantly. A vigilante a day keeps criminal at bay.  Again, we offer “thank you’s” to our supporters. A view of our neighborhood – from 26,000 miles up. 

NON2-PROFIT

Shaking the Foundation

For two and a half years, we've been operating as a project of the non-profit Serendipity International Foundation, in Carlsbad, CA. They have had a complete turnover of people on the Board, and the new Board has re-focused their attention on their original mission in Africa. The President we have been working with,  Nanci Hartland, has branched out and has filed for her own non-profit status to continue her work-in-progress in Africa and around the world through her own organization.

That leads us to create a new term - a "Non-Non-Profit", or for the mathematically inclined, "Non2-Profit."  We are, for the moment, operating as a "Non2-Profit" as of July 21. In simple terms, that means we're now a for-profit organization. It's just that the little formula seemed like so much fun to do. 

I called the Foundation's Chairman Harley Phillips on July 21, inquiring about the status of donations from September 2, 2004 to July 21, 2006, and was told that "yes, they are all tax deductible."

How will it affect our operation? Early results give an optimistic indication. We've taken in more donations as a for-profit since making an informal July 21 announcement than we have in the previous 6 months - over $10,000. 

It appears that people are realizing that there are more lasting and valuable “profits” to be made than just a tax deduction....

So - welcome to the world of El Puente as a Non2-Profit. 

TIENE MACHETE - TIENE MACHETE!

A vigilante a day keeps the criminals at bay,

As a young man discovers that crime doesn’t pay.
An animated crowd had gathered around the bridge leading into Puerto Viejo. People were shouting. The bank guard was walking around with his gun drawn. I pulled Espy around the block and parked near Buen Precio, looking toward the bridge - and the action. I got out of the car and walked toward Buen Precio.

I was intercepted at the door by a woman I half-jokingly refer to as the "Head Hooker." Prostitution's legal here, and the trade is practiced openly, right at this same street corner. She took it on herself to fill me in on what had been happening.

"The thief went down there," she said, pointing across the street "and stole a bicycle. Then he brought it back here and tried to sell it", she continued, pointing to a bicycle parked right in front of us – within   sight of where it was stolen. "The man came out and chased him with a machete over the bridge."
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Here’s the Buen Precio corner. The picture is taken from the bridge leading into town,

The view the captured thief in this story saw as he was being pushed back across the bridge into town – with one exception – there would be a blue police car just pulling in to the dark shadow in front of the store. I was standing in that dark shadow, right at the store’s entrance.

Just then, the crowd in town moved toward the bridge. I saw a small knot of men pushing a fellow back toward the town. The guy being pushed was obviously in pain, with one arm bent behind him to restrain him, he was being pushed and pulled by the angry crowd, with an occasional swat with the broadside of a machete on the side of his head.

"That's him!" the Head Hooker said.

Just behind the Captured Culprit was a very angry looking man carrying a big, wide machete. 

As we stood there for a few seconds watching the arrival of the unusual group, a police car pulled up in front of us. Someone had obviously called the cops. 

The guy who was being manhandled by the angry group wrestled free of their hold and ran, full speed, toward the police car.  Tears streamed down his face as he ran. He nearly ripped the back door of the car open and jumped inside, slamming the door shut behind him. As he was getting into the car, he was half shouting, half crying, "Tiene machete! Tiene machete!" "He has a machete!" He certainly did, and it was very prominently displayed as he ran toward the police car waving it in the air. I watched in amazement as a policeman simply stood in front of him and raised his hand. The Machete Man stopped. He'd been allowed to make his point. He turned, and walked away, machete at his side. I couldn't help but think of how this scene could have turned out in a US city. 

The Captured Culprit in the back of the police car put his head in his hands, crying noiselessly. 

The crowd talked for a few more minutes. I went inside to buy a few things. When I came out, the police car and the crowd had gone. A quiet had settled over the scene. The bank guard stood in front of the bank, his gun holstered. I waved and said "Buenas Tardes". He waved back, with a smiled "Buenas".  

Normalcy had returned - or perhaps it had never left. 

THANK YOU!

I am thoroughly awed by the generosity of people who come to The Bridge, and by their willingness to help. And, we are very very grateful for such a level of support. Four people come to mind as very recent donors out of more than 100 of you who have provided support for The Bridge. 

Betsy Brack  started the transition off with a $1,000 donation, allowing us to repay many patient people who have been willing to let The Bridge operate on credit during lean weeks. Thank you, Betsy!

Bob Wojcik, who has not only set up a print capability to print and ship Nanci's greeting cards and prints  in the USA, but has provided substantial financial support as well. Most recently, he's one of those who responded after the July 21 transition into the for-profit world with a $500 donation. Thank you Bob!

Mike Bresnan, who provided an $800 donation at the time of the changeover, when we were quite strapped for cash as the cash flow through the Foundation was cut off. Thank you, Mike!

Anonymous - how do you thank someone named "Anonymous"? Based on the personal circumstances of this donor, I know she would not want to be identified.  She will recognize this "Thank You", though, by mentioning the amount - $8,000, provided at again exactly the right time. Thank you, Anonymous!

THE  EL PUENTE BLOG

Things are quiet on the El Puente blog. We'd love to hear from you, closing the circle of The Bridge - "The Bridge is a two-way street." Visit the blog at http://elpuente.typepad.com/
BUYING THE FARM - UPDATE

We're still looking for the financing needed to complete the purchase of this house. We have taken in quite a bit of donation cash. Another $8,000 is being negotiated based on the sales of Nanci's art inventory a small portion of which is in the possession of The Art-Exchange.com. As this sort of thing continues, we need less and less of a loan to buy the house - around $30,000. Hmmm...

VIEW FROM SPACE

Welcome to the neighborhood!

Here's what the neighborhood looks like from a satellite about 26,000 miles up.
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Nanci's brother Bruce Robinson found us on Google Earth.

Jeffrey’s store is way off to the right, about 100 yards before the beach. The “Bus Stop” is a local gathering place, as are most bus stops in this culture. People sit, talk, drink beer, and just socialize. Anna & Alvaro have a great little house, and some cabinas, next, heading towards us from the beach. Then comes Barbara’s house, on the left, and the new ferreteria (hardware store) on the right. Keep going to the left, and you’ll see – OUR PLACE! Walking distance from our place to Jeffrey’s – about 15 minutes.

The “Two Trees” shown above are two GIANT trees, many stories high – the gateposts and guardians of this house. Their height doesn’t really show up in this photo. Huge is an understatement.

Welcome to the Neighborhood!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

The View From The Bridge is easier to see with pictures. 

John Wright donated a Kodak digital camera some time ago (Thank you, John!). We don't yet have the cables needed to get pix out of the camera and into my computer. I've been taking pictures with it, leaving images in the camera's memory that will come out and onto the pages of this newsletter as soon as we get those cables. Just this week we have a volunteer who's going into San José and can get the cable we need to connect the camera with my computer. He's also getting a power supply for Nanci's computer, which will allow her to continue on a writing project that you'll all hear about very soon. So - hang in there with us, and we'll get back to providing photos of current events to spruce up the issues shortly.

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to other people you know who might also enjoy it. They can sign up with us directly. 

Go to our online store and buy all your greeting cards... and consider buying prints as gifts. Bob Wojcik will print and ship them in the USA, and anything we earn will go into the operations of The Bridge. Visit the store at www.elpuente-thebridge.org/store

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Go to The Bridge Blog by CLICKING HERE 
Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.   
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials

Bilingual Powerpoint Presentation Materials and Brochures
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.


Go to the website donation page by � HYPERLINK "http://www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page5.html" ��clicking here�, where you can use a credit card, 


e-Check,. Or other payment options that PayPal provides.


Or, mail a check to “Barry or Nanci Stevens:, with “The Bridge” in the memo field


 Theresa Roberts, 1437 Sierra Circle, El Cajon, CA 92020


Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!





A Jungle Bridge











Comments, Thoughts, and Pictures 


From Costa Rica











