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Saturday, July 08, 2006

© 2006 Barry A. Stevens
RECENT NEWS

A new look for our newsletter.  A new blog to talk with you. Vital links cut, and we live through it. Nanci’s challenge to God. I’m a mere shadow of my former self! 

A NEW LOOK 

Thought we’d try out a new look. What do you think? We’re also trying out a new name. Originally, “BarryNanciCR” was the name of a Yahoo discussion group. It was early, and we had only about 20 “members”. There was almost no dialog with the group, and we eventually let the Yahoo group stay idle, switching to the newsletter format. Now, our “membership” totals in excess of 500, adding 15-20 people in each of the last 3 months. It just felt like it was time for something new. 

So, along with “A New Look”, that brings us to...

A NEW BLOG

Jacqueline Passey volunteered to help set up a blog for El Puente. She negotiated with the provider for one free year, and helped me get it set up. I made a couple of postings, just to make sure I could do it! Yay! It worked!

We’ll still be doing the newsletter. The  Blog will be a great way to hear from you – comments on the newsletters, suggestions, critiques, The Bridge, life in Costa Rica, or just life in general! Perhaps those  of you working on fund raising can get together and talk amongst yourselves. Or perhaps our growing group of volunteers can meet in The Blog to share ideas and experiences. We hope The Blog will be the start of an active dialog among everyone who is on The Bridge “membership” list. 

The more curious among you may have noticed a new link added near the bottom of the last issue. To get you started, I have moved a copy of it right here!

Go to The Bridge Blog by CLICKING HERE
If the above link doesn’t work, cut and paste this into your browser - www.elpuente.typead.com
So “blog-away, blog-away, blog-away all!”

Looking forward to hearing from you!

JUST WHAT IS “VITAL”, ANYWAY? 

(Friday, June 30) Have you ever seen a news story where the reporter mentioned “vital” links had been cut? Here’s what that looks like, on the ground, right here where we live in Costa Rica.

This week, a bridge connecting us with Limón, a large town to the north, failed. It was being repaired, and they finally had to close both lanes. It was then only possible to get to Limón by ferryboat. 
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Here’s that Limon road bridge – with one side under repair

Note the “Puente en mal estado” sign

We’ve been without electricity for about 6 hours in the last two days.

We’ve been without telephone for the bulk of the day, and at this time, 5:30 PM, it still isn’t clear why the failure occurred, or when service will be restored. In one previous instance of major failure, someone took a shot at a splice in the phone cable. In another, about two miles of cable were stolen. In this failure, the entire country appears to be “out”. (Note: service was restored at 6:30 PM)

We’re expecting people here from San José, and we have heard that yet another bridge between San José and here is out, and through traffic is, for the moment, impossible. 

Last week, the demand for water outstripped the supply, and the water pipes went dry, leading to...

NANCI’S PRAYER

After the third week essentially without rain, and the third day essentially without water (we were carefully using the reserve tank), Nanci said “OK, God – Bring it on! Show us what you got!” For those of you familiar with what can happen when you set a clear mental intention – some people call that prayer – you will immediately realize just how much of a mistake a statement like that can be.  

The following morning, it started to rain. Loud – nearby flashing lightening, crashing thunder. It’s been raining for four days now, just about all the time, with the sound of the falling rain so loud we can’t easily talk inside the house.. Rivers are full. Roads are running water on both sides. Electricity failed as lines were taken down. Then the phone system failed. 

But oh, my, do we ever have water!

A MERE SHADOW OF MY FORMER SELF

Size IS important

We are blessed with donations of clothes and school supplies from travelers who come to this area. They find out about us in several ways – Colin’s blog  attracts a lot of attention, so does our website, then there’s the all-important word of mouth. For the visitors, and the donations, we say “Thank You!”

Last week, Nanci was sorting through a box of clothes and she ran across a pair of adult men's shorts, unusual since we have been asking for clothes that fit small children and adults. "Try these on," she suggested. I did, and they fit beautifully. 

I found the tag showing the size of the shorts, and my jaw dropped. Before I left the US, my clothing sizes had been "XL". The tag on these shorts said "M". 

Several months ago, I jumped on a scale while "weight-ing" at the Clinica for one of our folks - I had lost a lot of weight, based on imperfect memory of my weight "back there", perhaps as much as 50 pounds. 

We do eat differently down here - less food in a meal, even in restaurants, no mountain of extra goodies and nibbles, much less butter, one big meal a day. As for meat, there's plenty of chicken and fish. The beef seems to have been raised differently - it has almost no fat.

I’m a mere shadow of my former self!

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to people you know who might also enjoy it. They can sign up with us directly. 

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE


* * * * * * * *

Also – search, search, search using...



Every time you search, The Bridge makes $0.01

Click on the logo above, and enter “Serendipity International” in the “I’m Supporting” box

Month Searches Amount Raised (Estimated)

March      162      $1.62 

April         198      $1.98 

May         146       $1.46 

June        197       $1.97 

                                                                Total         709       $7.03

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!

[image: image3.png]/47 ¥ Hpuer”




IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Go to The Bridge Blog by CLICKING HERE 
Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.   
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials

Bilingual Powerpoint Presentation Materials and Brochures
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.


Go to the website donation page by � HYPERLINK "http://www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page5.html" ��clicking here�, where you can use a credit card. 


Or, mail a check with “The Bridge” in the Memo Field to 


Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-348, Carlsbad, CA 92008


Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!





A Jungle Bridge











Comments, Thoughts, and Pictures 


From Costa Rica











