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Rhonda Jane Moore, right, holds Nanci’s original portrait of Mayra and Baby Khrys

as Mayra and Baby Khrys look on. Rhonda visited here recently from the Washington, DC

area, and bought the originalGreeting Card art to take home with her.  .

RECENT NEWS

It’s Christmas Time at The Bridge – The Store is ready for some online shopping, with production and delivery available in the US. Ever see a 12” long insect? Say “hello” to Mr. Stick Bug! Saying “goodbye” to an old friend. A need for exploding red dye packets and some nitrous oxide! We say “Thanks!” to Volunteers and Donors.

IT’S CHRISTMASTIME! 

I know – I know. It’s only June. But before discarding the idea completely consider the possibilities. If I had used another title, such as “We’re Ready To Sell!”, or “Nanci’s Cards and Prints Now Available in the USA”, would you have reacted as strongly? 

So, let me explain. Bob Wojcik, a volunteer from Minnesota, has just printed and shipped the first order for Greeting Cards in the US. It want fine. We have borrowed high speed access for a while, and have shipped the Big Bulky Files to Bob. Even at high speed, the transmission took 60 minutes. Now, we can sell Nanci’s work to customers in the USA and Bob can print them and ship them from there!

So... we’re ready. 
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Maria’s excited – she has her own greeting card!

We realize it’s short notice, so we thought we’d help with a few suggestions as to what you can do with these cards and prints RIGHT NOW!

· Pretend it’s Christmas!  Nanci and I met a couple from Holland, where they have TWO Christmases – one in advance, where the gift-giving takes place, and the second one on Dec. 25, where the real meaning of the event is celebrated. So – you can do your gift-giving now – why not? Send a dozen cards or prints out to your friends and family.  

· Say Thank You! Know some people you’d really like to send a “Thank You” Card? Use greeting cards from The Bridge!

· Send out party invitations. Nanci’s cards make great party invitations. Send them to several dozen people. Have a really fun party with your friends.

· Send out wedding invitations.  Getting married? Invite your friends and family! Already married? Renew your vows. 

· Have a “coming out” party.  Dating? Engaged? Divorcing? Gay? Straight? Announce it! Send out invitations (on these cards, of course), and invite a couple of dozen close friends.

· Celebrate birthdays. Buy greeting cards and prints for the birthdays of friends and family. 

· Send a gift to someone special. Want to send a gift to someone very special? Someone who did you a very big favor? Send one of our prints, and explain why you’re sending it on one of our greeting cards!

You get the idea. There’s always a reason to have some of these greeting cards around. And always someone you’d love to send a print as a gift. 

So go ahead – you KNOW you want to do it. You can see these cards and prints at www.elpuente-thebridge.org/store 

As with everything we do, the proceeds from the cards and prints will be used to support the operation of The Bridge here in Costa Rica. 

“STICKING AROUND”

There are some exotic insects here. One of them is called a “stick bug”. Another one of these critters showed up at the outdoor sink recently. That’s Nanci’s hand on the left side of the picture.
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SAYING “GOODBYE” TO AN OLD FRIEND 

Before we left San Diego, Ray Payne gave us a wonderful gift - a digital Nikon Camera. One of Ray’s passions is taking photographs, and judging by the photos he’s produced, I’d say he really enjoyed that camera before giving it to us. 

We used it for the entire time we have been down here, and all the photos you’ve seen in this newsletter have passed through its lens.  Lately, I found myself commenting on the design of the battery cover – that a very tiny little plastic catch was giving way, and we’ve been using a rubber band to keep the batteries where they belonged. Then there was the matter of the camera’s voracious appetite for batteries. It could “chew up” eight batteries in the course of a day and still cry out for more.

A Sunday or two ago, I left it under the seat of the car. Now, it’s gone. Did my grumbling about the camera invite its theft? Who knows. 

So – if any of you have a used digital camera that you’d be willing to donate to a good cause, I promise not to leave it under the car seat this time – or bitch about it. As this is written, we have friends from here visiting in Brattleboro, Vermont, and they’ll be there for two more weeks. They can bring the camera, cables, software, etc. back with them. Let me know!

LADRONES ON PATROL

One part of life here has been theft. When the tourists – and their money – leave town, some of the people here turn to theft as a source of income. Our neighbor Roy, an ex-Alcalde of the region, was careless and left his keys in the inside lock at his house. Ladrones entered and helped themselves. I told you about the camera. And, several nights ago, we woke up at 2:30 AM to find a ladrone sorting through the boxes out back, where the school kids keep their clothes and books. It just seemed to happen.

I have a solution, at least for the fellow who keeps checking us out. 

We’d like yet another donation – two of those neat little exploding red dye packages, and two cylinders of nitrous oxide – “Laughing Gas.” 

We’ll take Nanci’s carrying case for her Dell laptop, and put the exploding dye packages inside. Then, fasten the release on the nitrous oxide containers to the zipper on the bag. 

Finally, we’ll leave the bag on the couch, right next to the living room window. The ladrone, true to form, will slit the screen and wiggle the bag through the bars on the window. I measured – it’ll just fit. 

And, also true to form, he’ll run just far enough to feel safe stopping – and he’ll open the bag.

They’ll find him right there four hours later, covered in red dye – and laughing his butt off.

Works for me!

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to three other people you know who might also enjoy following the adventures down here. They can sign up with us directly. 

VOLUNTEER CORNER

Thanks to Bob Wojcik, from Minnesota, who’s ready to start sending out Nanci’s Greeting Cards and prints in volume! Bob has also visited here, donating one of the laptops the kids use to play and learn. And Bob and his wife Diane have appeared several times as donors to The Bridge. Thank You!

DONOR NEWS

A big Thank You! goes out to Dr. Angelo Zaffuto, who sent us a very well-appreciated donation for food this last week. Those of you who may have attended our wedding may recognize Dr. Z as my Best Man. Thanks, Angelo!

And join us in welcoming Susanna McGrath to the list of monthly donors to The Bridge! Thanks, Susanna.

Thank are also due to 100 of you who have offered cash and/or material support, as well as services, to help make The Bridge a reality. We’ve tried to include you all in the past in a list posted on the website. You can see it at www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page11.html. If we have omitted your name from that list, be assured it was an accident – and please – let us know by email. 

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

Your donations are being very well-used. This month we have some extra expenses – our car Espy needs its annual inspection, and in all probability some major corrective work. So... don’t be bashful. Donate today!


IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Also – remember to search, search, search using...



Every time you search, The Bridge makes $0.01

Click on the logo above, and enter “Serendipity International” in the “I’m Supporting” box

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Go to The Bridge Blog by CLICKING HERE 
Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.   
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials

Bilingual Powerpoint Presentation Materials and Brochures
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.


Go to the website donation page by �HYPERLINK "http://www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page30.html"��clicking here�, where you can use a credit card. 


Or, mail a check with “The Bridge” in the Memo Field to 


Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-348, Carlsbad, CA 92008


Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!








