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Dan Swank dwarfs Mayra and the kids.

RECENT NEWS

Heartfelt thank-you is in order. Don Cándido and the Cancer Cure. Back to “buying the farm”. Volunteers who are helping to make it happen.

A HEARTFELT “THANK YOU” 
And a prayer for health and healing

 

What does it really mean to "put yourself on the line"? I'd like to give you a working definition in the form of Dan Swank.

Dan put himself on the line for The Bridge, and Nanci and I, in many ways. He has made 3 trips down here within 14 months. Initially, he and his wife Joan organized a campaign that resulted in a donation of school supplies and other materials, and even brought them down for us . Then, he motivated his family and church members to donate cash which was a significant factor in securing the deal to purchase this house. Finally, he realized that obtaining financing for this house would be very difficult, and he spent a

week down here trying to close the deal and provided more than $40,000 in cash to complete the financing deal. He also contributed from the loan package an emergency donation of over $500 for school books.

After 3 months, the Registro Nacional - the government group that provides titles for property – still had not completed the necessary actions, and a title has not yet been produced.

In the meantime, Dan developed a case of papalomoyo - known as "Cutaneous Leishmaniasis". In this condition, a microorganism literally eats human flesh. The condition is "caught" from the bite of the sand fly .  It's very hard to get rid of, and the commonly used treatments are very hard on the body, using a heavy metal compound, and often results in internal organ damage in the long-term. Untreated, or unsuccessfully treated, the condition could be fatal.  Doctors in the USA don’t deal with this every day; Dan and his doctors have been coordinating information world-wide.

Dan sent pictures. I chose not to share them with you. Just know that the condition isn't pretty, Characterized by large, open, slow-healing sores. He started with a bold route to a cure, having a specialized homeopathic medicine called a "nosode" constructed aimed specifically at the condition

in his body. This held the promise of a cure without long-term complications.  This method is not having the desired results as quickly as needed, and he is now co-coordinating with the Center for Disease Control in Atlanta, Georgia for an alternative therapy.

He's also had to re-adjust his priorities, focusing on his own health and medical needs. The treatment he's chosen is very, very costly. He's had to withdraw the cash originally intended as a loan to finance the house, re-focusing his resources on his own medical situation. The money, less expenses and attorney fees, was returned by wire transfer at the end of last week.

The best news is that he has been feeling pretty good through the whole ordeal.

Nanci and I can do nothing except help as needed in the transfer of information from doctors here, and offer our prayers for Dan's healing.

There is one more thing - to say "Thank You, Dan" for putting yourself on the line for us.

Thank you!

DON CÁNDIDO AND THE CANCER CURE 

Don Cándido recently worked with a woman who was diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer, and had, according to her doctors, only 6 months to live. She visited Don Cándido, and after two weeks – a palpable tumor had disappeared. Medical tests taken on her return to the US showed no cancer cells in the blood. The entire process, from initial test, through the cure, and the final medical tests, was captured on video by Kenny Herft, Jr. Learn more by visiting his website at www.onehumantribe.com, and following the link for “My Life With 6 Months To Live.” 

And if you choose to buy either video – “The Hidden People”, the original DVD about Don Cándido, or the new one, “My Life With 6 Months To Live”, and you tell them The Bridge sent you, we’ll get a contribution from the sale. 

SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK

The school year continues – and the school kids continue to come through here as they change their clothes to go to and from school. It’s a joy to hear kids from the two nearby families laughing and carrying on together. We look forward to watching their progress. 

And yes, Francisco continues to learn about medicinal plants from Don Cándido. I can’t wait to find out where that connection goes. 

BUYING THE FARM

As you might have guessed, we’re back in the market, looking for financing for the house – which is where we live, and which also serves as the home of The Bridge. Once again, time is short. The title will eventually come out of the Registro, and when it does, we have 15 days to complete the financing. 

So – what’s new? Time is short. If you have any ideas, let us know!

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to people you know who might also enjoy it. They can sign up with us directly. 

VOLUNTEER CORNER

Bob Wojcik continues to serve admirably, as we set up the US printing and distribution location for the Greeting Cards and Prints that are intended to be a source for the day-to-day operating expenses of The Bridge. The first order was printed and shipped a couple of weeks ago. Thank you, Bob!

Grace Hill and Michele Kohan continue to cooperate on the US end of corporate fund raising, establishing connections with the 182 US companies we’ve found doing business here in Costa Rica. Thank you Grace and Michele!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

As you’ll see, we’re continuing in the fund raising campaign, both for immediate donations for this month’s operating expenses of $1,700, and for the Monthly Pledge Program, intended to put this operation on a more regular footing.


IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Also – search, search, search using...



Every time you search, The Bridge makes $0.01

Click on the logo above, and enter “Serendipity International” in the “I’m Supporting” box

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Go to The Bridge Blog by CLICKING HERE

Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.   
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials

Bilingual Powerpoint Presentation Materials and Brochures
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.


Go to the website donation page by � HYPERLINK "http://www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page5.html" ��clicking here�, where you can use a credit card. 


Or, mail a check with “The Bridge” in the Memo Field to 


Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-348, Carlsbad, CA 92008


Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!








