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Mayra, Francisco, Mauricio, Baby Khrys, Roy, Griselda, Sandara, and Irene

gather around computers on the porch at The Bridge. Mauricio, Sandara, and Irene are 

wearing their school clothes, having just returned from school.

RECENT NEWS

It has been a very, very, very busy time! Mayra and her family are going through some really good changes. The Bridge is known in Norway! A Bribri mother finds out what the CR Government can do for her family – through The Bridge. Two of our Bridge people choose drug rehabilitation, and take a positive step into their future! Poverty makes strange bedfellows. A jungle flashlight – without batteries. We’re legal now – we have a water meter. Jacqueline Passey volunteers – big time! Professor Tim Payne delights the crowd on our porch. Barbara Wood and Leo Finklestein come to visit, and also delight the crowd.

THE CHANGING TABLE - REVISITED 

Hear Here

Those of you who have been with us for a while may recognize the milestone – or rather the kilometerstone – that the lead picture represents. They had gathered on their own – male and female sides of the family in the same place, Mother Mayra in charge, quite different from the last time I mentioned the “Changing Table” less than a year ago.  In this candid shot, they simply looked up as I poked my head around the corner with a camera. 

Seventeen year-old Francisco is in 2nd Grade, attends nearly every day, and is pedaling back and forth to Hone Creek, where he’s learning about medicinal plants – and the value of his own culture – from a Bribri Curandero. He’s a young man “on fire”, and he seems to be “infecting” the rest of his family with his enthusiasm. 

What you can’t see in this picture is how this family interacts with the other families here. They’ve gone from suspicion and self-imposed isolation to an open, full, fun, and loud relationship among the kids. When it’s school time and they’re all here together, the laughter and carrying on is just plain fun to hear. 

NEWS FROM NORWAY

On March 12,   we received an email from Ingebjørg Haugen, a young Norwegian woman who asked for information on El Puente. She said her mother was going to make a presentation to a group that was interested in programs that empowered women. On Thursday, April 13, we got a phone call, asking for directions to El Puente, which we provided. A few minutes later, a car pulled into our drive, and two tall, blonde women walked toward the house.

The younger woman identified herself as Ingebjørg Haugen, and introduced her companion as her Mother, Astrid Haugen. After a brief introduction, Astrid explained that she had indeed made the presentation to "her group", and that "El Puente had won - it's not much”, she said, but they'd be donating $1,000 to El Puente.

It may not seem like much in a developed country with a higher cost of living, but that donation can accomplish a lot around here.  So we'd like to say "Thank You!" to Astrid, and to her "friends in Sykkylven, Norway." Yay, God!

BRIBRI MOTHER OF 9 WALKS TO THE BRIDGE

Amelia, a Bribri mother of 9 children, walked 2 1/2 hours from Margerita to The Bridge this Monday morning. Bringing only one 15 year-old daughter with her, she wasn't quite sure why she was there. After talking with her, we suggested that she let us put her in touch with Rosa Diaz at Social Services. They can arrange for child support from the father, occupational training for the kids, as well as a  monthly stipend and/or occupational training for the mother.  We also mentioned that the Social Services worker could help her with birth control. We had some food available, and we gave her some. Just another day at The Bridge.

CHANGING LIVES

Some time ago, we wrote about a black couple that was going through some traumatic times. To summarize the past story: Jacqueline and Joseph have been coming to The Bridge for over two years. They’re both crack addicts. They have the complete process, from their family and personal experience, to make coconut oil, which could make them self-sufficient. If they have and can pay for a home for their children, PANI won’t take them away. We refused them for a microloan, requiring that they first be drug-free for 90 days or more, or whatever period of time a professional says is needed.  

What’s new? Today, May 4, 2006, Jacqueline and Joseph left the hospital in Limón. Jacqueline was  transported to Hogar Crea, a drug rehab center for women in Heredia, near San José. Joseph went to Hogar Crea in Limón, a similar facility for men. How long will they be there? We have no idea. Hogar Crea will make them pay their own way by working.   When they’re released, they’ll also be certified “clean”. 

They’re both ecstatic. So are we. Just another day at The Bridge.

POVERTY MAKES STRANGE BEDFELLOWS

Turns out that one of the families coming to The Bridge has been making money the only way that the Mom knew how. She apparently has been selling the girls for sex. The oldest daughter, 19, got angry enough to go to the police and file a “denuncia” – a complaint. 

How did WE find out? The oldest daughter showed up here, asking for plates, tableware, cooking pots – she’d been thrown out of the house and had to go live somewhere else. Also, on one of Nanci’s routine visits to the schools, to check on our school kids, one of the teachers happened to bring it up. 

Nanci stopped by at the PANI office in Bribri. PANI is the protective agency for children. Nanci wanted to know what was being done, and if she could do anything to help. The Director explained that “nothing would happen now until the new President of the country took office.” Nothing moves until there’s a new President. 

In the meantime, the children are still at risk. One of them is pregnant. No, we can’t have them here. First, there are too many of them, and the septic system is designed for four people. But more importantly, the adult man living at the house is big, is angry, and he has a machete. He’s been paying the bills, and apparently feels the girls are his property. 

Wow. This is, indeed, not Kansas.

JUNGLE FLASHLIGHT

Bringing light to the jungle takes many forms. As one of those forms, we have been loaning flashlights to the Bribri who choose to play soccer on the beach until dark, or who go to church services, which are held at night since there is a seven-day workweek here. The flashlights we can buy in quantity here are poorly constructed, and they corrode easily in the rainforest humidity. They also require batteries, and we’ve been trading batteries for work around the yard. 

Tamara Cunningham, a Canadian, recently visited here with her husband and mother. She brought us three flashlights that will fit in beautifully around here. The picture below is about 80% of life-size. 
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The lens and light bulb are at the left, under a screw-on cover which seals with a rubber grommet. The on-off switch is in the middle. The entire plastic body is one piece, without a hole or seam anywhere. The copper-colored object toward the right is a coil of copper wire, and the silver-colored object to the right of that is a magnet. By shaking the flashlight back and forth, you move the magnet back and forth through the coil and generate electricity. The electronics, right underneath the on-off switch, also contain rechargeable batteries. The light source may be LED, or a new-type of filament bulb. In technical terms, this is really cool!

These tested to be very useful. There are two changes we can make that will help. 

· First, we’ll seal the flashlight with epoxy, preventing any possibility of corrosion. Things are always opened up around here, just to see what’s inside, allowing corrosion to set in by exposure to moisture. Since there are no internal parts that can be bought here, there’s no need to open the flashlight. 

· The tapered portion of the body is very bright when the light is on. In the darkness of the jungle, it’s necessary to hold a hand over the tapered portion so the user can see ahead. We’re going to paint the tapered portion of the flashlight black. 

Having said that, we’d like to say “Thank You” to Tamara for bringing these flashlights down. 

We’d also like to learn who the manufacturer is, and where others can be obtained. There’s not an identifying mark on these anywhere.

WE'RE LEGAL NOW

You may remember that we’ve been trying to pay the water bill here for two years. Since the connection to the aqueduct was a “sausage” connection - apparently made under, ...uh, ...er, questionable circumstances. (the Spanish word “chorizo” has two meanings – it means “sausage”, and it also means “a bribe”).  No one wanted to deal with the issue. Problem was, the paperwork for the house purchase is still sitting in the Registro Nacional. When the sale is complete, they issue an “escritura”, or title. At the water company, no escritura, no water. 

Judging from the activity along the street, with the water company digging many holes in a short period of time, the pressure Lowell, the water company manager, appears to have been under to get the connections done quickly, his willingness to finally sign us up without waiting for the Registro, and a comment from the Vice Alcalde – “they’re paving the road soon”, my guess is that the road’s about to be paved. I had to look him in the eye and make a handshake agreement to bring him the escritura when it finally comes. 

The result...
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A brand new water meter now sits in the pipeline at the front of the house.

Now – we’re legal!

VOLUNTEERS

Jacqueline Passey, a professional blogger now, and a political fund-raiser in the past, is one of those who jumped into the breach and put up some cash when the house deal needed to be put together in a big hurry. She’s also shared some thoughts on raising money, and has advised on setting up the Monthly Pledge Program, which you’ll all hear about shortly. Finally, she’s volunteered to put up the past issues of this newsletter on a blog – the easiest way to give all of you the chance to talk back as we send out these news items, and to talk amongst yourselves as you have thoughts and suggestions on what we can be doing to help us better serve here at The Bridge. When the blog is set to go, I’ll let you all know!
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Jacqueline Passey jumped right in and, touching base with what she described as 

her “inner waitress”, served soup and juice to the Bribri at The Bridge.

And, THANK YOU, to Jacqueline. You have been, and continue to be, a very great help!

Tim Payne, a college professor from California, also visited here with Jacqueline. He’s interested in sustainable development. He and Jacqueline visited Punta Mona locally, came here, stayed overnight at the Bribri jungle home of Maria and Abelio, and then left for a tour through Nicaragua.  He and Jacqueline are putting their heads together to see how to package tours for groups of college students who can come to a culture such as this, stay a while, learn about the culture, and get academic credits for the effort. I mentioned that our non-profit partner in the USA arranges such travel routinely. Let’s see what we can help assemble here.  
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To break the ice when he’s in a place where he can’t speak the language well,

 Tim does magic tricks. Jacqueline’s been trying to get him to tone 

the tricks down, fearing that Tim may one day get burned at the stake!

VISITORS

Last week, we also had a visit from Barbara Wood and Leo Finklestein. They came from Canada to visit the area, and we were graced with a visit to The Bridge.  Barbara is a teacher, and Leo’s an attorney. While he was here, he had a brainstorm – and we joked about a new form of conflict resolution – using water balloons in place of a lawsuit or binding arbitration!

To conduct a field test, he brought a supply of balloons. He distributed them to potential disputants, who promptly prepared them for the conflict. Then, the hands on field test began.
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Leo with the materials to be tested...
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                     Bribri arm themselves at our faucet....                   Leo begins the hands-on 

                        Filling up water balloons                                        portion of the test.
Leo, who has traveled extensively throughout developing countries, was very interested in the activities at The Bridge. And we can’t wait to find out how this field test came out when he has a chance to evaluate the results!

THE LIGHTER SIDE - HENRIETTA THE BUTTLESS WONDER

An Occasional Reminder - "It's A Jungle Out There"

When we first got here over two years ago, we found a grey chicken pecking around our yard. We named her "Henrietta The Wonder Chicken", and enjoyed her antics. Later, as we introduced her to "Chicken McNugget", our rooster, we were blessed with a family. And then GrandChicks. Last night, we were awakened by Henrietta as she screamed and ran around the yard, her grey feathers flying everywhere as a possum was trying to score its dinner. We unlocked the doors and ran outside waving a broom, scaring the possum away. Henrietta had a hole in her side and was bleeding. We'd never heard a chicken cry before. We put her inside the chicken coop, said a prayer, and hoped for the best. 

Next morning, she was up and around. The day after that, she was out in the yard scratching for bugs. Only one tiny little problem. She's missing her tail. Where there used to be magnificent grey plumage, there's now a cleanly plucked pink chicken butt.
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She doesn't seem to mind.

PS: for those of you who know Nanci and her love for possums, she’s startled at herself having evicted a possum!

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to five people you know who might also enjoy it. They can sign up with us directly. 

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

Some of you have been doing Internet searching using GoodSearch. Here’s the data.

	GOODSEARCH STATS

	March
	162
	$1.62 

	April
	198
	$1.98 


Whenever you search using the Goodsearch Search Engine, and identify Serendipity International Foundation as the cause you’re supporting, we get $0.01, and you find what you’re looking for! Click on the logo below to get started! There are about 300 of you on this list, and if each of you makes a GoodSearch search just twice a day...

Thank you for your support.

Watch next for a “Report from The Bridge”, with a more detailed factual report of the happenings here. 

You’ll then see a “Special Request”, presenting the opportunity to sign up for a Monthly Pledge Program, and you’ll hear from Lark Randall, on why she chose to become the first Monthly Pledge Donor to The Bridge!  Stay Tuned!


IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Also – remember to search, search, search using...



Every time you search, The Bridge makes $0.01

Click on the logo above, and enter “Serendipity International” in the “I’m Supporting” box

Thank you for your support!

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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Go to The Bridge Website by CLICKING HERE 

Go to The Bridge Online Store by CLICKING HERE
Go to The Bridge Blog by CLICKING HERE (We’ll let you know when the BLOG is ready!)

Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.   
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials

Bilingual Powerpoint Presentation Materials and Brochures
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute.


Go to the website donation page by � HYPERLINK "http://www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page5.html" ��clicking here�, where you can use a credit card. 


Or, mail a check with “The Bridge” in the Memo Field to 


Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-348, Carlsbad, CA 92008


Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!








