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At Ease Amongst The Trees, another sloth by Nanci, with a little help 

from Joyce The Juice Queen in putting some sparkle on the leaves. These original

works are selling at Aviarios, a nearby sloth sanctuary, and raising

money for The Bridge. The images themselves will also be available on greeting cards.

RECENT NEWS

Things deteriorate quickly and thoroughly here, as the first piece on the disappearance of The Burned Out Car would suggest. Maisie Crow’s excellent photos of people who come to The Bridge have appeared on the Internet – again. Don Candido, wishing to document information on medicinal plants, may get a used computer to help in the process. An herb used to strengthen the immune system and pulmonary function has been obtained, and Alejandro is drinking a new kind of tea. 

CRASHES TO ASHES, RUST TO DUST 

Early in the life of this newsletter, we reported on “The Burned Out Car.” We found it again recently, and its condition is an example of what happens to just about anything unprotected and exposed to the rain forest elements around here. Cars are sometimes not removed from the scene of the accident, and they just dispose of themselves with a little help from road crews. Here’s a photo chronology for one such car, which burst into flames one evening north of La Isla and was simply abandoned by its owner.
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April 2004 – and someone has a sense of humor        July 2004 Road crews push it aside
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November 2004 - Road crews push it more    March, 2006 – rust turns to dust

Two years from now a visiting botanist, here on vacation, will exclaim, “Would you look at that flower! I thought they wouldn’t grow here – the soil is not rich enough in iron!”

CROWING ABOUT MAISIE 

Maisie Crow took some photos of the people who come to The Bridge. She's a professional photographer who worked for the Tico Times. She and Amanda Roberson, a reporter, came here for a visit. They took a walk into the jungle with Daniel and, from the look of their article, were fascinated by the Bribri and the homes they visited. They stayed overnight with Maria and Abelio, and their family. Maisie took some excellent photos.

Maisie gave us a CD with her selection of the best shots from that visit. With her permission, we gave a copy of that CD to Colin Brownlee, a local resident and owner of the Sol Y Arena beach house (which, by the way, is for rent, for those of you looking for a good beach cottage to rent). Colin used some of Masie's photos on his blog.  

My personal favorite is the shot of Faustina, a 96-year-old Bribri great-grandmother as she contemplates a bee. But you can look at the photos and make up your own mind!

You can view the photos Colin used on his blog by visiting 

http://colinsito.blogs.com/photos/bribri/index.html
Thanks for the great photos, Maisie.

ANCIENT WISDOM MEETS THE COMPUTER 

A Computer For Don Candido

I recently posted a call for a used computer on the CostaRicaLiving discussion group on Yahoo!. The computer would enable Don Candido's sons to document the 50 medicinal plants Don Candido grows on his farm, as well as the many other plants about which Don Candido has knowledge. This is becoming a formal project of The Bridge. 

The New Chapter manager, Steven Farrell, responded. New Chapter is a farm in Costa Rica growing medicinal plants and herbs. You can see them at www.new-chapter.com  He has used computer that can be released to Don Candido in about 30 days. 

He may also be interested in supporting another goal of Candido's - to form a class for ten Bribri youth wishing to learn about the traditional medicinal plants. 

More on these developments as they unfold!

ASTRAGALUS CONSUMED

Some time ago, I posted a request on the CostaRicaLiving discussion group on Yahoo! for Astragalus, an herb used in Chinese medicine to strengthen the immune system and pulmonary function. I hoped to get some for Alejandro, an 11-year-old Bribri boy who lost a lung to TB when he was 6 months old. He's been vulnerable to respiratory diseases, and has been in the hospital in Limon twice for pneumonia.

CRLers responded. 

Lee Swidler bought some astragalus while he was visiting in the USA and brought it back, bringing an essentially unmarked clear plastic bag of light yellow wood chips through customs as he re-entered Costa Rica. Plastic bags filled with unidentifiable substances usually provide some real thrills at the border, but Lee got through without requiring any bail money.

Vicki Skinner served as a drop point. Lee left the goods at her house as he made a trip into the San Jose area. Vicki then gave it to her favorite driver, Frank Chicas, who carried the bag to Cahuita, where he left the bag at Sobre Las Olas, a restaurant on a cliff overlooking the shore in Cahuita. 

I went to pick up the bag on Tuesday, March 14. We've eaten at the restaurant dozens of times, and I  knew how to get there. What I forgot was the great big sign outside the restaurant - which contained the magic words - "Closed Tuesdays". 

We finally picked up the bag on Friday, March 17, and on Saturday, Alejandro had his first cup of "tea", prepared by boiling 1 ounce of the chips in one cup of water for 15-20 minutes. Alejandro's mother Maria is now making it for him at home. This is a big deal in the life of this family, now is now also eating fruits and vegetables along with rice and beans, taking vitamins that are available here, and pursuing ways of further strengthening Alejandro's immune system. Maria has a large garden, and will be finding out how to grow more plants locally that can have a positive impact on the entire family.

Thanks to everyone involved!

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to people you know who might also enjoy it. They can sign up with us directly. 

Thank you for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

SEARCH AWAY, SEARCH AWAY, SEARCH AWAY - ALL
According to the data, some of you have been using Goodsearch! Thank you! 

For those of you who haven’t yet tried it out, go to www.goodsearch.com, and use this site as your search engine. Enter “Serendipity International” in the “I’m supporting...” box, and search away. Every search earns The Bridge $0.01.  After a while, this can really add up. Search away!

THE SCHOOL YEAR LURCHES ALONG

Turns out that the bookstore in Limón hasn’t been able to come up with all the books we turned in on the order sheet. Nanci is juggling along, and may finally have to accept the teachers’ suggestions to have the books photocopied. It rankles both of us, but the approach is common practice here. As always, we’ll keep you posted.

PROGRESS COMES IN SMALL PACKAGES

Both of the families who now send their kids to school now come through here along the way. They’re  all on the same half-day schedule, and they’re here at the same time – all 9 of them. What’s really fun about that is that families that wouldn’t even speak with each other before are now laughing and carrying on like children... together. Doing homework together. Using the front-porch computers together. And everyone’s enjoying it. 

Don’t rub your eyes. I did say “everyone” – even I’m enjoying it. There’s something about the laughter of children.

FUND RAISING

We’re still at it. The website update isn’t quite completed, but even now you can see the outlines of a Monthly Pledge Program. We already have five people who are making regular donations, and we’ll be making that process formal so others can consider joining their ranks. 

In the short term, we’re still looking for individual donations, and they’re important for our immediate operations. 


For those of you who have already contributed, THANK YOU! We’ll be updating the website shortly, adding more recent names. 

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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Go to The Bridge website by CLICKING HERE 

Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.   
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials

Bilingual Powerpoint Presentation Materials and Brochures
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry & Nanci can be reached through Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute!


Go to the website donation page by � HYPERLINK "http://www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page5.html" ��clicking here�, where you can use a credit card. 


Or, mail a check with “The Bridge” in the Memo Field to 


Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-348, Carlsbad, CA 92008


Do it NOW! You’ll be glad you did!








