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Nanci lines the students up for a trip to school. Carmelita, Alejandro, William, Maria,

Mauricio, Sandara, Irene, Roy, and Francisco.
RECENT NEWS

School’s in session, and The Bridge is smack in the middle of getting another crop of schoolkids through the opening days and into a more-or-less regular class schedule. Espy makes a dandy school bus! The Christmas Miracle continues – a Dad steps up to the plate. Bob & Nani visit The Bridge, and provide some demographics before they go. You can volunteer in the jungle without ever leaving home! Progress on “Buying The Farm” – almost there! Finally, an updated website is yours for the reading – tune in and see what’s up now!

ESPY IS A SCHOOL BUS

We have a little four-door car. Espy’s a real workhorse. She has a strong heart, even if her “skin” is having a few problems. On one of the First-Days-Of-School, she had her chance to prove herself once again.

Oh – there is one more passenger not shown in the picture. Mother Maria also wanted to go. Those of you who’ve met Maria know she’s a pretty, uh, er, “substantial” woman. So she sat in the front seat with a niño on each knee, while the rest of the crowd piled into the back seat.

As the car pulled out of the driveway, I imagined I could hear a banjo picking out the strains of a popular hillbilly tune...

“Oh, I’m going down to Puerto

With a niño on my knee...”

MORE ON MIRACLES 

Looks like the Christmas Miracle has taken on a life of its own, continuing of its own accord into the school year.
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Mayra, Irene, Sandara, and Dad Abel... stop by The Bridge on the first day of school,

All walking into school together.

First days of school – there is no such thing as THE first day here, are quite a busy time. Irene, 9 years old, is in first grade, and 6-year-old Sandara’s in Kinder. A kinder student has to be presented at the school by an adult, and Abel is set to deliver her. And, as it turned out later, to pick her up as well. On a later day in the week, Abel was seen walking to school to get Sandara with 15-year-old Francisco and 12-year-old Roy in tow. “Here’s how it’s done, boys”. Good going, Abel.

If you haven’t figured it out already, Abel is the man we’ve been praying for, the Dad who said “I don’t want to lose my children.”

And there’s one more thing – it may or may not be easy to figure out. The fact that Roy and Francisco were out of school, walking down to pick up their sisters who were IN school, is one sign that the school scheduling is fast-and-loose. Classes change, the school is open, unless it isn’t. The teacher is at the school, unless she isn’t. The day starts at 7 AM, unless it doesn’t. The appearance is that the school Director and teachers just don’t place any real priority on, or importance on, education. 

We’re trying to show that getting an education is important. How can we do that when the school appears to not give a darn?

We’ll be working on that one. Time for another miracle!

And yes, it appears that there’s a contradiction, Nanci giving the girls a ride to school, and Abel & Mayra walking the kids to school. Both of these things appear to be true at the same time. Bienvenido a Costa Rica.

WHO COMES TO THE BRIDGE?

We were visited by Bob Baratto and his wife Nani recently. They spent time at Punta Mona – Monkey Point, a project under way past Manzanillo to create a self-sustaining community. They visited in this area for a while, and helped out at The Bridge. 
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                                               Photo by Nani                                                                       Photo by Bob

                  Bob admiring a sloth                                           Nani  helping Nanci with Ice cream at Christmas

They’ve moved on, and when last seen were heading to Nicaragua with backpacks and a suitcase. Before they left, however, Bob did a survey on  the demographics at The Bridge. Here’s what he found on Saturday, December 10.

 ----- Age -----
Male
Female     Total


19+
Adults
  3
    16
     19
  41%

11-18
Teens
  1
      1
       2
    4%

4-10
Youths
  7
    12
     19
  41%

0-3
Infants
  3
      3
       6
  13%


             14
    32
   46


They’re on the mailing list for this newsletter, and perhaps they’ll check in by email and let us know where they are and how they’re doing. 

Thanks for your help, guys!

VOLUNTEER IN THE JUNGLE

Without Ever Leaving Home

We’ve begun to list possibilities for volunteer projects on the El Puente website. There are projects which can be done without even leaving your home. One project can only be done from down here. As we progress, well be adding more. 

One of the “projects”, not really listed as such, can be for you to look around the website, look at our current status and our plans for 2006, take a good look at YOUR skills, and suggest a project to us. Let us know what YOU would like to see happen and could help with. 

You can suggest a project by going to our comment form on the website and writing it up in summary. We can discuss it by telephone and email from there.

And for those of you who have been quietly helping all along, THANK YOU for what you have already done!

BUYING THE FARM

Nanci and I are going to San José, (Costa Rica) on Saturday, February 25. We’ll be at Unity Church on Sunday the 26th, and will be meeting with the angel investor and our attorney on Monday the 27th to finalize the financing on the house. 

Prayer works. Thank you for yours!

We’ll be bringing Maria Piqueño with us, and may schedule an appointment with an opthalmologist for her on Tuesday morning if we can track one down in time.  We plan to be back home on Tuesday night.

WEBSITE UPDATE

There’s a whole new news column on the front page of the El Puente website. We’ve added news of Michele Kohan’s book, now on sale at Amazon.com. She’s committed 25% of the proceeds from the book to The Bridge! Go to Amazon.com, and search for the book title “Chronicles Of The Jungle Mom”, or “Michele Kohan”. Buy the book – learn about her adventure here in Costa Rica. This book is riddled with anecdotes about The Bridge. You’ll love it!

There’s news of Nanci’s art inventory, and a deal with the Art-Exchange.com The sale is on! The Art Exchange, which represents over 70,000 images through their website, has taken up the challenge of selling off Nanci’s inventory of fine art scratchboard prints. They’re being sold through eBay. Go there and bid on one or more prints. Have some great wildlife art hanging on your walls, and help The Bridge grow and go!

More to come! Nanci has done a whole family of pictures and greeting cards from Costa Rica. Next update, we’ll start exposing these on the website. They, too, are intended to create revenue for The Bridge.

Stay Tuned!

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to at least three family and friends that you think might also enjoy it. They can sign up with us directly. Thanks again for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

We’re going to be sending out separate emails, discussing various funding projects for The Bridge. As before, each of those emails will have the words “Special Request” in the subject line.  

We’ll be discussing such things as a monthly pledge program, where you can pledge from $10 to $1,000 a month toward activities of The Bridge, either targeted to a specific program, or “for use where it’s most needed.” We already have two people who are donating this way. More would be very welcome indeed. We’ll be sending out more information about this in the coming weeks.

We’re also going to begin publicly acknowledging those whose contributions have helped make The Bridge a reality. We already know of a few donors who wish to remain anonymous. We’re going to make the assumption that others don’t care if they are identified publicly. If you have any strong feelings about this, please let us know quickly. We won’t start saying our public “thank you’s” for a short while.

* * * * * * * * * *

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute. Our monthly operating budget is such that your contributions are always welcome – and really needed. You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card. Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-348, Carlsbad, CA 92008

* * * * * * * * * * *

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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Go to The Bridge website by CLICKING HERE 

Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.  (February 8 2006) 


Volunteer Opportunities  NEW!
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585







