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Nanci’s been thinking “sloth” lately. Not because of any problem with personal work ethics, but because we seem destined to spend time with the critter.

RECENT NEWS

Sloth finds it way into Barry & Nanci’s life. What happens on the way to a miracle can be pretty bumpy. Quick – how many bowls of soup did we serve last year? Tic... tic... tic... time’s up! 6,320. Approximately. Just one of the amazing new pieces of information now available on the updated website!

SLOTH IS NOT A FOUR LETTER WORD 

“Venga. Nanci – VENGA”, said Maria, the Bribri woman who works with us at The Bridge. Usually, that kind of urgency has been accompanied by an emergency of some kind. This time was no exception.

A sloth had crawled into our property. It had apparently fallen out of a nearby tree. One arm had the flesh torn off from the shoulder down to the elbow. It happened several days before, since the flesh on the lower arm was rotting. The smell was intense. The sloth was exhausted, but still alive. 

We scooped it up in a blanket, and put it into a cardboard box. I called Aviarios, the sloth rehabilitation center near Penshurst, between here and Limón. “Bring it in”, they said.

Nanci and the sloth headed off to Aviarios. The Center now has a full-time resident vet, and as it happens, another vet was on site. Nanci went back into re-habber mode, and the three of them worked on the sloth, sawing off the arm, cleaning the wound, and bandaging it up.

I stopped in to visit the little guy on the way back from Limón a couple of days later. He was asleep, and was pretty groggy, but the staff said he’d been eating voraciously. When he was taken out into the yard for a little exercise, he started to climb a nearby tree. Fortunately, even top speed for a sloth is pretty darn slow, and he didn’t get too far up the tree before he was retrieved. Aviarios currently has over 70 sloths in various stages of treatment. 

He isn’t releasable into the wild. We’ve been talking about what it would be like to have a sloth on our porch. Yes, we’d have to go talk with the nice folks at MINAE again, the agency that oversees such things, and get a permit to have a protected animal in our possession. We’ll see how he heals.

The folks at Aviarios named him “Toyota”, because he’s “really tough.”

THE ROAD TO A MIRACLE CAN BE BUMPY

[image: image2.jpg]



“K&J”, as we’ll call them here, are working their way through a set of problems. 

Those few of you who are local to The Bridge may  recognize these two

 in spite of the image blurring, but Shh! 

Let’s keep their names out of the discussion for a while.
The Bridge is open to all of the population, here, not just the Bribri. K&J have some major hurdles to overcome, and they continue to walk, and sometimes stumble, along the rather rocky path toward their solution. “K” is a mother, with several children. The children are being kept in a holding home by PANI – the group that watches over children here. She has to come up with an acceptable home for her kids, and an acceptable living, or her children will be taken away and placed in other homes permanently. 

She is also the heir to the knowledge from a family business that’s many generations old. Before her father died, “K” and her family made coconut oil, used for cooking and medicinal purposes. The father died, and the family business along with him. According to local legend, Mom started earning money by making and selling crack. 

“K&J” are interested in a microloan to restart the coconut oil business. It will require about 140,000 colones – about $280 – to get them set up. To test her knowledge, I had her teach me how to make coconut oil. She went through all the steps needed, all the equipment used, and did a very credible job of describing the process. She even knew little “tricks” that I’d assume only someone who had really done the process would know.

She’s got the support of “J”, who is doing his best to help her along the road toward success. 

Only one problem remains – they’ve both been addicted to crack. They both went for a time to a local AA/NA 12-Step chapter, and for a while, the outlook was pretty optimistic.

I had the difficult job of explaining that we couldn’t make a microloan to someone who’s an active addict. And, like Social Services here, would probably require a drug test that shows they had been drug-free for 90 days before doing anything. I suggested that if they were to go through withdrawal, that they do it under a doctor’s supervision.  Within a couple of days, K checked herself into the clinic, and went through withdrawal, indeed, under a doctor’s supervision.

We did help by buying a tent for them to live in. They had been living at her mother’s house – and her mother was also an addict. The tent helped them get away from that location, and the people there.

J found his own path to withdrawal. He apparently spent four days and nights under a bush near the beach. When K finally found him, she called us, and we took him to the Clinic as well. 

Their tent seems to be gone. Some say it’s in the hands of a local crack dealer. K has been helping chop veggies on Thursday in trade for a bag of food. J washes the car or does some yard work once in a while, usually for food, occasionally for money.

They’ve dropped out of sight – again. They have heard from several people at The Bridge and other places that “solamente la verdad esta palabra aqui” – a grammatically incorrect translation of “only the truth is spoken here.” 

We don’t yet know what, if anything, has been done about her children.

The road to a miracle, though bumpy, does have a destination. Stay tuned. 

WEBSITE UPDATE NOW AVAILABLE

In which we announce we served 6,320 bowls of soup last year!

We just completed the basic accounting information for 2005. In keeping with our policy of transparency,  it’s now available on the website.

There’s also some exciting new info.

Michele Kohan has finished her book, “Chronicles Of A Jungle Mom”, about her move from Florida to Puerto Viejo de Talamanca, and the time she spent working with The Bridge.  It’s available on Amazon, and she’s volunteered to donate 25% of the proceeds to The Bridge. To see the book, you can go to Amazon and search for  the title, or Michele’s name. Way to go, Michele! And Thank You! 

In Cooperation with the Art-Exchange, Nanci is selling off her entire inventory of scratchboard prints, with all proceeds going to The Bridge. The plan is to conduct an initial test to set the current value, then have one or more bulk sale auctions to complete the job. Go Here to see the initial sales on Ebay. Enter “Nanci Wright Art” and press  the Search button. It is not too early to do your Christmas Shopping for 2006!
YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to three others – family, friends, and business associates that you think might also enjoy it. They can sign up with us directly. Thanks again for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

We’re also beginning an aggressive fund raising campaign within Costa Rica, with a professional fund raiser contacting the 182 US Corporations that have a substantial presence in this country. They’ve already been contacted once, the opening email is being sent out tomorrow, and the next round of calls will begin on Thursday. Our attorney has suggested an extension to the purchase contract. The agent for the Owner was against it as of yesterday morning. The Owner, who came to our house for coffee last night, is saying “there has to be a solution here that works for everyone.” As they say – timing is everything. We’ll keep you posted. 

Both Nanci and I are firmly resolved – whatever happens next, The Bridge will continue to serve. Purchases for the next school year are already in process. Seven kids have been outfitted as of today, and we expect another 10-15 or so by the end of the week. We have donations that should provide for 24 kids so far, perhaps more, as Nanci works miracles on the purchasing side of things.

Where is the money coming from? A great woman we know once said, in response to that question, “From wherever it is now, of course!”

* * * * * * * *

NOW’s a GREAT time to contribute. You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card. Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-348, Carlsbad, CA 92008

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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Go to The Bridge website by CLICKING HERE 

Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.  (January 20, 2006) 
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585







