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Here’s the Christmas Tree for 2005. As you see it here, decoration was just finished by Nanci, Maria’s family, and Nanci’s daughter Carolyn’s family. Maria’s family, Bribri members of a local Christian church, were celebrating a familiar holiday by sharing in what for them is a whole new tradition. 

See that little black kitten in the lower left? 

Stay tuned – more information to come.

RECENT NEWS

Preparations for Christmas are under way, and we expect a big dinner here on Saturday, December 24. Some New Years thoughts came from a trip along the Puerto Limón docks. Local merchants helped us with this year’s Christmas dinner. And a little black kitty enters the picture for the first time.

CHRISTMAS 2005 

Preparations are under way to have quite a Christmas celebration here on Saturday, December 24. We’ve ordered 15 KG of Carne Asada (turkey is almost the price of a used car here). Boy-Boy has agreed to do the barbecuing. Jeri-Lynn has agreed to cook the beans. Maria has agreed to cook the rice. About a dozen volunteers have agreed  to come and help serve dinner. A mother and her two teenage daughters are coming – she and the daughters are going to help serve, and then the daughters are spending the night in the jungle with a Bribri family. 

We’ve gotten great support and contributions toward the food from over a half-dozen local hotels. We’ll do a write-up on them after the holiday is over. 

Nanci made a piñata. It took her 12 hours of artist-type work to finish this thing, with occasional help from the resident gopher (me). A candid shot might give you some idea of the finished product.
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On a project of this magnitude, that can of Cerveza is a vital accessory.

The piñata will be smacked into insensibility by a horde of blindfolded youngsters, one after another, gradually increasing in age, using sticks that gradually increase in size, until Santa is cracked open and the candies and other neat things tucked inside scatter across the lawn and are scooped up by laughing children.

WINDOWS ON THE WORLD

The New Year holiday is a great time for looking back, and looking forward.

Some years ago, I sat in the Windows On The World Restaurant, having lunch atop the World Trade Center, high above Manhattan Island, looking out on the rest of the world.
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                                                                                       Photo from Windows On The World Memorial website

Blue pin-stripe three-piece suit, white cotton shirt, tie, French cuffs, name-brand silk tie, and expensive shoes, the brand name of which I have also blissfully forgotten. I can assure you that, in appearance at least, I fit right into the Wall Street environment.

My leather briefcase was open, and I was reading through a stack of papers. As I studied the client's trans-Atlantic shipping business, there it was, right in front of me, outside the windows at the docks, with container-laden boats going in and out. 

A few of those boats probably ended up in the docks at Puerto Limón, Costa Rica. I didn't know that some years later, I'd be watching similar boats unloading at those very docks in that small Central American country.

I had remembered that restaurant several times, first as the events of 9/11 unfolded, and at other times when thoughts of my life "back then" rose up in my mind.

While sitting at that restaurant, however, I am sure that the thought of living in a third-world country would have never even crossed my mind. 

"Me? Live in Costa Rica? You've GOT to be kidding!"

Recently, we drove along the road paralleling the docks in Puerto Limón. Several cargo ships were unloading there, and I saw that client company's name on a few of the containers.

The coincidence triggered a few memories, and a spontaneous thought...

"Me? Go back to live in the USA? You've GOT to be kidding!"

It would be very hard to go back.

A PARTING NOTE

As we say goodbye to 2005...

The sky is blue and the sun is hot. 
The present moment is all we've got.

I'd talk about the future, but the future is not
even part of the game.
 

When you arrive, we'll see what we've got
no need to tie our knickers in a knot
when it comes to weather, we have a lot
and it's never, ever the same.
See you next year!

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to family and friends that you think might also enjoy it. They can sign up with us directly. Thanks again for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

NOW’s the time to contribute. You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card. Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-348, Carlsbad, CA 92008

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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Go to The Bridge website by CLICKING HERE 

Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.  (September 2) 
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585







