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Someone pointed me to a website on which this beautiful shot appeared. While taking a time exposure of Arenal to catch the lava flow, the photographer was treated to an outstanding lightening display. 

I couldn’t resist including the result here.

RECENT NEWS

A trip to the clinic was the same – yet it was different – for Mayra and three of her kids. Daniel takes visitors for a “Walk On The Wild Side”, trekking through an area of incredible beauty. McNugget leaves a legacy behind. Thanks to some very generous people, it looks like we have at least 16 kids going to school when the next term starts in February. We’re spending more and more time with the school administrators and teachers, and with people from the Clinic. Christmas is coming, and there are daily preparations for a Christmas Party here on Saturday, December 24. 

IN THE LAND OF THE GIANTS 

It's Tuesday, and I took Mayra and three of her children to the clinic. That may not seem unusual, but previous clinic trips had been emergencies. This time, things were different.

The Bribri are a physically small people in general. Mayra is a little over four feet tall, very slight of build, while the other adults around her were at least a foot taller. 
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                                                                                                       Photo courtesy Dan Swank

In this older shot, Dan Swank stands next to Mayra in front of our home. 

Dan is slightly taller than I am, and I’m 5’ 10 1/2 “ tall. 

I led them into the clinic. As we walked through the crowd, it struck me that Mayra was truly in the land of the giants, and they looked the part –  very small, scared and nervous.

Let me back up and explain something. 

Last Saturday, Nanci and I felt we had to have a "muy duro" (very hard) talk with Mayra. We explained just how important it was that she take her kids to the clinic, and to make sure that they got to school. We told her the consequences of not going as we knew them. We asked her to think about it.  A Social Services worker had come to our place before that and described the appointment as "very, very important." Mayra didn't go. As we understood it, that could start the process of enforcement against them, and that could lead most anywhere. 

Nanci debated with the Social Worker, looking for "a middle way", something a little more creative and understanding of the Bribri culture and situation than cold, rock-hard enforcement.

We knew the best for Mayra. She comes from a culture that for a millennium had done without "the clinic" and "escuela". Now, rules she didn't understand were being thrust on her, and she didn't have a clue as to why. But it was illegal if she didn't comply, and she could lose her children. She needed to change her thinking, to include hope for her and her family. We like to think it was such a change in her thinking that caused a change in her life.

The following Monday, two of the school kids from that family showed up at 6:30 AM - very early - to begin their trek to school. Mayra showed up with three niños at 8 AM, wanting a ride to the Clinic.  When we called, we found out that all the appointments were gone for the day. She'd have to come the following day and stand on line at 6:30 AM – they started handing out appointments for the day at 7:30 AM.  

That brings us back to the Tuesday trip to the clinic. Today was that "following day". 

I asked around the Clinic for people who could tell Mayra where to go and what to do at the clinic. We found the right line to stand in, and I stood there for Mayra as she and the kids huddled together in a nearby row of chairs. People dove into line in front of me as I waited, obviously having gone to other chairs to stay seated while the line moved forward.  When it was "our" turn, I motioned for Mayra to come over, and explained to the woman behind the window what was needed: Mayra had to talk to the Social Worker; papalomoyo follow-up for Baby Chrys; a parasite living under Mauricio's scalp; and Griselda and Mauricio both needed immunizations. 

The woman-in-the-box said "The Social Worker is in right now, just around the corner." "Gracias a Dios", I said to myself – she can guide Mayra through a process Mayra - and I -  know little about.

As we entered the Social Worker’s office, I introduced Mayra, and she remembered who Mayra was. Anger flashed across her face as she said "You missed your appointment last week.!" I explained that Mayra hadn't a clue as to just how important it was. Now, she knows why she needs to come, how important it was, and she was here. The woman relaxed and softened as she picked up the phone and started to arrange the visits needed that morning. 

I left our phone number, asking that I be called when Mayra was through. I’d give them a ride back to our place.

Next time will come the next lesson - "How To Use The Bus."  

Until then...

A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE

The Bridge is a two-way street. We spend much of our time working with people who choose to come out of the jungle and interface with the culture "out here". More and more people that the indigenous would call the "Others" - that's you and me - have been coming to visit, often ending up crossing The Bridge in the other direction. 

Some choose to go on a day hike in the jungle, guided by Daniel through some of the most beautiful scenery imaginable.
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                                                                                                                                   Photo by Michele Kohan

Daniel guides visitors along the river and into the jungle

Visitors can also choose to stay overnight in a Bribri home. Several families who come to The Bridge serve as hosts. 

[image: image4.jpg]



                                                                                                                                                    Photo by Daniel Rugama

Ahria and Mo outside Maria’s kitchen

In the photo above, Maria looks down from her kitchen on two guests, Ahria and Mo, who came to visit when Ahria performed a benefit concert for The Bridge. Maria has worked with The Bridge for some time now, and her four children are part of the School Program. Hers is one of the families that will host visitors for an overnight stay.

If anyone’s interested in such a visit, let me know. It’s not one of our “lines of business”, but both Daniel and the host families are pleased to accept a reasonable fee. 

THE McLEGACY

We miss McNugget, of course. He really brightened things up around here, serving as a roving ambassador and an all ‘round good egg when the crowd was here for soup.  Just thought we’d remind you that he did his part while he was here.
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Mrs. McNugget and the Kids from the second “batch”. McNibbles and another chicken 

named “Snack” had already gone on to new homes before these two were hatched.

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to family and friends that you think might also enjoy it. They can sign up with us directly. Thanks again for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

Since our last “Special Request” letter, we’ve already received enough donations to put 16 children in school next term, and that’s from just three donors! Nanci’s already at work lining up the list of kids for next term, and assembling the materials that will be needed to start them off, She is glad to greet the new year with last year’s lessons firmly under her belt. As I get permissions from each of the donors to disclose their identity, I’ll be able to acknowledge them specifically. In the meantime, please accept an anonymous “Thank You!”.

The plans and budgets on the website should explain what’s happening here. NOW’s a great time to contribute. You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card. Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-348, Carlsbad, CA 92008

If you’ve already contributed, Thank You! If not, please give it some thought. Your  support will be appreciated by the families that come to  the soup kitchen, by the kids going to school, and by microloan recipients.

Thanks again!

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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Go to The Bridge website by CLICKING HERE 

Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.  (September 2) 
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585







