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House on fire? Not exactly. The Ministerio de Salud workers arrived this morning at 6 AM, and asked politely if they could spray for insects – mostly mosquitoes, since Dengue Fever and Malaria are not completely exterminated here. We of course said yes, after covering all the food and most of the dishes in the house. They then sprayed the house and yard. This photo was taken at a few minutes afterwards, when Nanci and I were outside the house, breathing in fresh air... 

RECENT NEWS

Perhaps the biggest news – the house purchase has begun, with the availability of a down payment provided by an anonymous foundation. Onward! One day this week began with a big, thick, heavy, white cloud... of insecticide. And, a drive from San Jose ending after dark highlighted the dangerous conditions on the highway at night.

CHASING MOSQUITOES

We’ve had other times when the street was sprayed, and the bushes were sprayed, but this is the first time that everything was sprayed – including under, outside, and inside the house. There have been a couple of deaths on the west side of the country from an extreme form of Dengue Fever, and the Ministerio de Salud is apparently determined to prevent that from happening here. Their workers have been all over this place, from Hone Creek all the way past here, through Puerto, and farther down. 

A DRIVE IN THE DARK – AND THOUGHTS OF TRAFFIC SAFETY

Nanci and I drove home from San Jose to Puerto Viejo de Talamanca last week. As luck (and business appointments) would have it, we didn't get home before dark, which we would have preferred. It's about a 4-hour drive. We made it over the 9,000-ft-high pass through the mountains before dark, but by the time we got to Limón, which is about an hour away from home, it was dark.

It's not news that driving after dark is a risky business, for drivers as well as pedestrians and bicyclists. While this is true for many places in Costa Rica, it is a specially vivid truth for us as we drive along the Limón Road, and then the main highway south to Puerto, where street lights are few and far between.

We passed dozens of groups of children sitting on the edge of the road, using the edge of raised asphalt as though it were a lawn chair. 

Another group of children was playing "tag", or "touch football" or just generally chasing each other, in the right-hand 1/3 of the travel lane on the road. 

One of the "tag" games was being played at the EXACT spot where a youngster was recently killed by a pickup truck. Witnesses said the youngster rode his bicycle right out in front of the pickup without even looking to see if there was traffic. He was thrown into the air and went through the windshield of the pickup. He died at the scene – and so did the driver.

Bicyclists rode two and three abreast, in the traffic lane, wearing dark clothing, without any lights on the bicycles, without even reflective tape that can be bought at nearly any ferreteria. They were talking together and enjoying the evening - and appearing not to pay attention to traffic.

In this part of the country, only about 10% of the people own a car. Parents whose transportation is a bicycle may not have much knowledge of the dangers of being around cars, so they don't have much information to pass along to their children. 

There are a few things that could be done:

   * provide effective road safety education for pedestrians and bicyclists as part of the 

     public school curriculum;

   * send information home to the parents through the schools, urging parents to keep their children 

     from sitting in or playing on the roads used by cars;

   * require reflective tape on the front and rear "forks" holding the wheels of all bicycles, as well as

     the back of the seat and both sides of each foot pedal;

   * Provide a public information campaign, highlighting the opportunities for safety when walking or 

     bicycling on or near roads carrying automobile traffic, including such things as basic road safety,

     wearing light clothing, carrying a flashlight, even wearing clothing with reflective strips.

Yes, I know this would cost a whole lot more than dos colones.

How much ARE children worth?

CHEEP LAUGHS

The McNugget Saga Continues

You’ll remember that McNugget now has two “wives”  and four baby chicks. The first of those chicks, McNibbles, is still running around here. Two others have found new homes with Maria and Abelio. The remaining baby chick we’ve named “Snack”.

McNugget has been very busy mounting the two mommy hens, prompting Abelio and others to make romantic hand gestures while watching the antics.

There are seven brand new eggs. 

Not bad for a rooster who, in theory, was bred to be sterile. 

Oh, and by the way, he’s starting to crow about it. We didn’t give him the sheet music, but he apparently has been listening to the others in the neighborhood. Nanci had been trying to teach him a quiet, subdued little “coo-coo-ca-roo”. Recently, however, we’ve been greeted with a lusty 

COCK-A-DOODLE-DOOOOOOO”

at about 5:30 AM, which is first light around here. *sigh*.

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to at least three new people on your “family and friends” list that you think might also enjoy it. If they do, they can sign up with us directly. Thanks again for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

BUYING THE FARM

As you probably know, we’re in the process of “buying the farm.”  We got a generous grant from a foundation for the down payment, with the “very special assistance of a very special friend.” The friend, and the foundation, wish to remain anonymous. But they’ll know who they are when they read this, and we say “Thank You”

Another family has been a great help in gathering funds for the house purchase. A married couple has asked their family members to “send in their Christmas presents – now – in the form of a donation to The Bridge. I haven’t asked their permission to disclose the donation, so for now, they, too are anonymous. But, after their family members pushed the Paypal button, they had accounted for about $1,000 toward the purchase, reducing the loan amount required. 

Is it too early for Christmas? Not at all – the stores here have already sprouted Christmas decorations and goods for sale.  Perhaps this might inspire others?

And, we’re still in the talking stage with someone willing to make a non-conventional loan for the balance of the purchase. If you know of anyone who understands what we’re doing here, and would like to help with a loan secured by real estate, let me know ASAP!

THE EBAY STORE

Nanci’s inventory of prints is still for sale through an eBay storefront. Click on the following link to

visit the Ebay store selling Nanci’s Prints .  All profits Nanci earns go to support the operations of The Bridge.

BABY CHRYS

Baby Chrys seems to have recovered from her bout with Papolomoyo, good news after Nanci, Jeri Lynn, and I gave a total of 15 injections on our porch. For more than two weeks, whenever she came here, she got a needle stuck in her butt when having vegetable soup. We’re also knowing that Baby Chrys will not thereby have a lifelong aversion to vegetable soup.  

HELP WANTED - Funding Researcher

The Funding Researcher will work with a list of 190+ US Corporations currently doing business in Costa Rica, and use the Internet to track down the following information about each company:

· Correct corporate Name, address, and general phone number

· Corporate website address

· Statement on charitable giving and grant policies of the corporation, taken from the website;

· individual's name, phone number, and email address for charitable donations;

· individual's name, phone number, and email address for foundation grants;

As information is collected, the Researcher will forward it to The Bridge at barrystevens@earthlink.net
Contact me for any information you may need, at the same email address barrystevens@earthlink.net
When you’re ready to help, I’ll send you the list. Let me know if you have Excel on your computer. 

* * * * * * * * *

NOW’s the time to contribute.

You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card.

Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation,

2588 El Camino Real, F-348, Carlsbad, CA 92008

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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Go to The Bridge website by CLICKING HERE 

Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.  (September 2) 
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials
Or you can Visit an Ebay store selling Nanci’s Prints
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585







