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There are those who have said of the menagerie around our place,

“The only thing you’re missing is a white rabbit.” One day McNugget let out a really strange squawk,

and I poked my camera at a very shady spot. Ladies and gentlemen, meet

The White Rabbit – Bunny for short.

RECENT NEWS

We had a visit this week from two Tico Times reporters. We’re told that over 500 pictures were taken, and quite a few of the people who come here were interviewed. Then we sent the reporters up into the jungle with Daniel to visit Bribri homes. Can’t wait to see how this comes out.

Our world is shrinking, and it’s a welcome change. There were only a few remaining reasons we needed to go to Limón for food shopping. The Farmacia now carries the liquid sugar substitute, and the Super in Bribri is now promising to buy the flavored coffee we use at home and serve at The Bridge. Now let’s see – fresh talapia, good source for fresh chopped beef...

In this issue, we highlight a key culture clash that affected us directly, in which a very old culture merges – fitfully, I might add – with the new. And we talk about the efforts to collect donations for The Bridge.

A THOUSAND YEAR OLD FUTURE

The Old Merges With The New 

I found myself getting very angry yesterday. Some of the people who come to The Bridge have been killing and eating sloths. We’ve been helping them work toward self-sufficiency. Turns out I may have wanted that to show up only in specific ways that I thought were in line with our goals and views. So when we found out that several people had seen an adult and several children on a jungle trail carrying  bloody corpses of legally protected animals they’d obviously just killed, I got mad. I jumped in the car, and went with Daniel to the MINAE office in Cahuita. MINAE is the agency charged with the care of the interior – the jungle, trees, animals – the environment. We’d been there before, and had spoken with the pleasant woman at the desk when we had “inherited” a baby howler monkey. Now, we got to visit again – this time concerning sloths, another protected wildlife species. 
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Our neighbor, Sylvia Sloth, would probably have some sharp things to say about this story...

We called her, but she didn’t get here before we sent out the email.

I mentioned that “the last time we reported a violation to MINAE, they didn’t show up.”  I said “ I understand lack of resources and priorities. But now these same people had been seen with freshly killed sloths.” She grimaced, then told us “you need to go to the police and get them involved.” 

“We went to the police,” I said, and “they didn’t know if they could do anything.” 

“You have to tell them”, the woman at MINAE said. 

“You mean I’m supposed to educate the police on their job?” I asked? She nodded “yes”. We regularly see examples of government people trying to do their very best in the face of limited resources, but this conversation had just gone way out of my comfort zone. 

We took some posters showing protected animals and left the office. We had a great lunch and a couple of beers at Winston’s place in Cahuita, and then a slow drive home. By the time we got back, I had returned to normal.

Nanci and I have been serving a group of people from a culture that’s lived in the jungle for generations. Now, basic parts of their culture – things they’ve been doing for a very long time – are illegal. When they were seen in the jungle, they were very likely having a lesson in hunting and gathering – with an adult teaching the kids a centuries-old behavior that’s now, technically, against the law. 

What are Bribri adults supposed to teach the kids? How are they supposed to learn the new culture while at the same time respecting their own? What’s our role, and how can we best help? 

Sounds like a typical day in the jungle.

CHEEP LAUGHS

The McUpdate

Yes, it’s a white rabbit in the top picture, an albino pet that apparently broke out of jail across the street. We first reported it here in the Sep. 9 issue, when it had only made it’s first appearance. After that visit, it repeatedly chose to flee captivity and brave automobile traffic to get to our yard.  In spite of several attempts by a tearful young woman owner to take Bunny home, it keeps coming back, and she appears to have given up. We try to get it into a cage at night to protect it from predators, and we’re usually successful.  If it doesn’t make it into the cage, it sleeps under the house. So, for now at least, we do have that White Rabbit” – known as “Bunny.”

We now have Mr. & Mrs. & Mrs. & and “The Other Woman”  McNugget, a baby chick named McNibbles, and 3 other brand-new baby chicks. As Nanci was moving the eggs out from under the house, “one of them was making noise.” She carefully put the entire batch back in place. Three hens took turns sitting on the pile of eggs. And before long... 
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One of the Mrs’ McNuggets goes around here with a chick on her shoulder! 

...we had a trio of little chicks running around. We have a few friends who have spoken up for the chicks, and as soon as their Mommies have finished showing them how to feed themselves, they’ll likely be off to new homes. 

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to family and friends that you think might also enjoy it. They can sign up with us directly. Thanks again for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

We’ve had quite a time this week on the followup from the free clinic held at The Bridge. The logistics of getting medical services to people living in the jungle are becoming quite clear. It’s not an easy job. We continue to give Glucantime injections to an infant with Papalomoyo, on instructions from a doctor at the Clinica. We’re following up on the removal of a parasite from under the scalp of a 10-year old boy. We’re also trying to make concrete arrangements for health personnel to weigh the children under 7 and check on their nutritional development. The medical crew came last Friday, and the people with kids came here Saturday – as they were instructed. We know things will come together perfectly – soon. 

We’re also still involved with the school, scheduling, and learning about the operations of the school itself. More about that in the next edition.

Two volunteers – Colin and Roberto – are helping some of the kids with their homework. Roberto is a Tico who works for the Ministry of Education, and expects to begin teaching at the Puerto Viejo school in February. And he speaks Spanish! YAY! 

Thanks to your efforts, we’ve exceeded the matching funds goal set by the Carson Foundation. For the first month since February, Bridge operations were in the black. And Thank You! to the ten generous people who stepped up to the plate in September.
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The drive for the acquisition of the current home for The Bridge is still on, and you’ll be seeing more about that in a separate email.

We learned that Dan and Joan Swank, both Board Members for El Puente, have asked their families to donate to The Bridge instead of buying them Christmas presents – and to do it now, instead of at Christmas time. Thanks for the idea of Christmas in September!

Thank you all again for your support!

You can still contribute, and your funds will be used to operate and strengthen The Bridge. You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card. Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-348, Carlsbad, CA 92008

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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Go to The Bridge website by CLICKING HERE 

Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.  (September 2) 
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials
Or you can Visit an Ebay store selling Nanci’s Prints
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585
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								Apr		May		Jun		Jul		Aug		Sep

				Donations Received				$500		$250		$275		$282		$477		$1,540

				Cumulative Total				$500		$700		$975		$1,257		$1,734		$3,274

								$2,500		$2,500		$2,500		$2,500		$2,500		$2,500

		9/12/05		Donation		AcctBOFA		$275.00

		9/9/05		Donation		AcctBOFA		$100.00

		9/1/05		Donation		AcctBOFA		$40.00

		9/1/05		Donation		AcctBOFA		$125.00

		9/13/05		Donation - Bruce Wocjik		AcctBOFA		$100.00

		9/20/05		Donation - Ed Harold		AcctBOFA		$100.00

		9/14/05		Donation - Marlene Summers		AcctBOFA		$100.00

		9/28/05		Donation - Sharon Love		AcctBOFA		$200.00

		9/28/05		Donation - Dan Swank		AcctBOFA		$300.00

		9/28/05		Donation - David Love		AcctBOFA		$200.00

				September				$1,540.00





Sheet1

		



Donations Received By Month

Total Received

Goal: $2,500

Month - 2005

Donations

Donations Received Against 
Matching Fund Goal: $3,274



Sheet2

		





Sheet3

		






