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No photos we have could match the drama of New Orleans. So we chose something local and lighthearted instead. These are local vegetables, no one we spoke to knows their name. Alejandro brought them to us, and we promptly put faces on them. The locals cut these in half and put sugar on them. The sugar attracts cockroaches, and the juices of the veggies kill them. Jungle Terminix. We’ve decided not to try them – chickens love cockroaches!

THIS WEEK
Like the rest of the world, we’re in awe this week at the spectacle of New Orleans, a city with the elements of civilization ripped away by Nature. Even with the enormity of the disaster, comparisons with life in the jungle are impossible to avoid. 

A major update of the website has been completed. See what’s new at www.elpuente-thebridge.org
The medical clinic is a success, and the follow-on activities are – well – a pain in the butt. 

We live in an “Animal House” – of a sort – here’s the tally.  

Meet “His Nibs.” 

The time has come at The Bridge.

NEW ORLEANS 

Even in print, without the mesmerizing influence of television, the events in New Orleans came through loud and clear. It’s sobering to realize what can happen when all the trappings of civilization are literally washed away. Nanci and I met one honeymooning couple, and two other couples traveling together – all from New Orleans – who now don’t have a home. Their distress was palpable. The disaster can only be described as one of immense proportions, on a scale previously unthinkable, uprooting families, destroying lives, ending the existence of an entire city.

I find it difficult to avoid comparisons. 

The people of New Orleans were facing a living situation in the open, lacking shelter from the elements, without food, water, and electricity, exposed to disease, and vulnerable to those creatures – human and otherwise – that would view them as prey. 

This is something we can sympathize with. Many of the Bribri who come to The Bridge live under these same conditions. The difference is here, for the Bribri, those are normal. 

We have been given a demonstration of a very simple principle – we are all one.  At this basic level, we humans all have the same needs. When these needs are not met, we all react. And as fellow humans, when we see others whose needs are not being met, we also react – some by turning their head, some by getting involved. 

Congratulations, therefore, to the contingent of people from Midtown Church, who took time from their lives to get involved – and volunteer with the Red Cross – in New Orleans. 

And a hearty Thank You! To those people who have taken time to volunteer here at The Bridge, or who chose to make cash contributions.

Thank You!

YOU’D THINK IT WOULD BE CLINICAL

A followup situation grew out of the medical clinic. Baby Chris needs 10 injections of Glucantime, a medicine used to combat Papalomoyo. Nanci took Mayra and Chris to the Clinic one day, several days elapsed, and I took them on another day. The doctor had his nurse show me how to give the injections, and sent me home with a supply of Glucantime and disposable needles. Fortunately for me our neighbor, Jeri Lynn, is an experienced hand at giving injections. The plan is for Jeri, Mayra, and Baby Chris to show up at our place at 11 AM.  How much easier can it get? Sometimes Mayra doesn’t show up, however, upsetting the straightforward “clinical” routine. According to the doctors, the medicine is “muy duro” – very hard on the baby’s body – breaks in the schedule are OK.. 

ANIMAL HOUSE
Daniel likes the fact that animals just seem to come to our place. Apparently, it’s very unusual to see the variety of critters that come through here. Even in the jungle, the folks just don’t see as many critters as we do. Nanci and I sat down with a pencil and made a list from those we remember. Thought you’d get a kick out of it.

	Stick Bug – 12”
	Coatimundi – 2
	Scorpions

	Beetle – 8 “
	Aricari – 2
	Spiders

	Brown Snake – Large
	Coral Snake 
	Geckos – many

	Armadillo
	Sloth – adult female
	Many neighborhood chickens

	Opossums – several
	Iguana – 5 feet long
	Classy snake – yellow, black spots

	Terciopelo – several
	Tarantulas 
	ARMY ants – mucho

	Cottontail rabbit
	MANY hummingbirds several kinds
	Squirrels

	Great Gavilan (Hawk) – 26” tall
	Kiskadee birds 
	Variable pocket gopher

	MANY horses
	Cuckoo birds
	Bats

	Neighborhood dogs
	Oropendula birds
	Frogs and toads

	Neighborhood cats – including Tica
	Blue-Gray & Passarini Tanagers
	Clay Robins

	Baby Howler Monkey
	Blue Morphous butterflies
	Esperanzas

	Poison arrow frogs
	Cicadas
	...and a partridge in a pear tree.


These are what we were able to identify from the Costa Rican Field Guide cards. The “Brown Snake – Large” we couldn’t find.  And yes, we actually do have a White Rabbit running around the place. It apparently escaped from its cage across the street, where the family is keeping several for pets. The kids from across the street have been over, trying to catch Bunny, who doesn’t want to be caught. He’s living underneath the house. Maybe we should name the White Rabbit “Alice”. 

How far down the rabbit hole do YOU want to go?

CHEEP LAUGHS

The McUpdate

You’ve met McNugget. You’ve met Mrs. McNugget. Now, meet the latest addition – McNibble. He’s running around the yard, learning to scratch out an existence under the watchful eyes of his mom. 
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McNibble follows his mom’s lead when it comes to finding food.

We already have a volunteer to provide a good home to McNibble, once it’s shown it can fend for itself. Jeri Lynn is visiting, getting to know McNibble. “You have to start by putting the chick in your pocket,” Nanci says. “You’re kidding”, says Jeri Lynn. Nanci just smiled.

YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to to as many family and friends as you can. They can sign up with us directly. Thanks again for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

The time has come. We are scheduled to buy this place at the end of September, and the property next door can be bought before the end of the year. 

At this moment, the cash to do these deals is sitting elsewhere, and is assumed to be on its way to us.  If you’ve thought about contributing, now is the exact time. 

The matching funds offer is still good, and NOW’s the time to contribute. You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card. Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-348, Carlsbad, CA 92008

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

...go to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and download the file with the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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Go to The Bridge website by CLICKING HERE 

Or choose from these topics:
Current Status of Bridge Programs.  (September 2) 
Latest News releases 

Current Plans and Wish List
Operating Report Summary and Financials
Or you can Visit an Ebay store selling Nanci’s Prints
Video clips showing activities at The Bridge: 
Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
CONTACT INFORMATION

Barry’s Email: barrystevens@earthlink.net
My MSN Instant Messenger name barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email: nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585







