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It’s his fault. Because of Pedro we implemented The Bridge in the first place.

Because of him, 24 kids are in school, 100 people are getting healthy meals each week,

18 microloans have been made, and very soon a free medical clinic will begin. 

We’ve heard stories about his past. We only know the man as we met him, 

and the good he has done now.

The epitaph says, “I am going with God”

THIS WEEK
Some kind words for Pedro, and a Head Board for his grave. Words from the indigenous: “Where the white man goes, there is nothing left.”  Six aricari birds come calling – in our yard!. A benefit concert for The Bridge! Last day for a free bag of food – and a new program is evolving. 

A HEADBOARD FOR PEDRO
Pedro’s sons had mentioned that they wanted to do something in “cement” for their father’s grave. Nothing seemed to be happening. Nanci created the above “head board” for the grave, serving at least as a temporary marker until they DO do something in cement. 

LEAF CUTTER ANTS

Thought you’d get a kick out of this picture that Nanci took while on a trek into the jungle.  Note the trail  that extends from the lower left of the photo, with what looks like little green pieces of leaves all through it. Each of the little green leaves is carried by a leaf cutter ant, speeding along the ground taking the leaf back to the colony. And somewhere at the end of this column is a tree, or a bush, that is being reduced to a bare piece of wood by these guys as they do their work. They create pathways through the jungle that are completely free of any obstacles – no trees, no bushes. 

[image: image2.jpg]



Interestingly enough, some of the Bribri that have been interviewed have described white folks – meaning “non-indigenous” – as “leaf cutter ants.” “Wherever the white man goes, he destroys everything in his path. Where the white man goes, there is nothing left.”

Sounds like a pro-environmental stance to me.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER 

As Nanci and I sat on the porch, six Aricari birds settled into a tree in the front yard.
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These guys are 41 cm (16 inches) from beak to tail. They are called “Toucanettes” by some of the locals, and “Snacks” by others. They had their eyes on an old nest, which last year contained some pretty juicy little morsels of baby birds. Once they figured out the nest was empty, one by one they drifted off to some other tree.

Just another part of the “Critter Parade” that’s been coming through this place.

MAKING A “CONCERT-ED” EFFORT 

Big doin’s in Costa Rica! Here’s a summary of a press release we sent out in the last few days. Unity Church has been kind enough to host a Benefit Concert for The Bridge. 

* * * * * * * * *
CONCERT AT UNITY CHURCH, COSTA RICA 

BENEFITS  EL PUENTE - THE BRIDGE

Ahria, an inspirational singer and composer, and the Music Director at The Seaside Church of Religious Science in Encinitas, California will be at Unity on Sunday, August 7. She will sing at the service, and perform at an afternoon concert to benefit El Puente – The Bridge, a non-profit human services organization based in Puerto Viejo de Talamanca, Costa Rica.
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Her “Heaven Guide Me” album has been inspiring






People worldwide. Another album, “Faraway Places

      




Within” delights listeners with uplifting music.

And rumor has it that a third album is on the way!

See more about Ahria at www.ahria.com
Come to this concert and meet Ahria. Also meet Barry & Nanci Stevens, co-Founders of The Bridge. The Bridge provides educational assistance, food assistance, and microloans mainly to indigenous people in the southeastern part of Costa Rica. See us at www.elpuente-thebridge.org 

Unity Church in Piedades is located at 350 meters south of Restaurante Shang Hai, Piedades de Santa Ana. Sunday Service in English is at 10 AM, Lunch is served at approximately 11 AM, and the concert will begin at 12 Noon. For additional information, call Unity at 203-4411.  For driving or bus directions, email Barry Stevens at barrystevens@earthlink.net
* * * * * * * * *

What the press release doesn’t say is that we plan to bring Alejandro with us to San José. When we told him, it was very hard to gauge his response, so I asked Daniel to find out his reaction. “You might as well have told him he was going to the Moon”, Daniel said. “He doesn’t know where San José is.”  So I got out a map and showed him where we were going. “Cinco horas adentro un carro,” (Five hours inside a car) I said. Only a slight widening of the eyes showed on Alejandro’s face. 

Should be an interesting trip.

YOU CAN HELP! 
Send this email to friends that you think might also enjoy it. If they do, they can sign up with us directly. Thanks again for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

Saturday, July 23rd, is the last day we handed out bolsas (bags) of food for free. More and more people who simply don’t need the food are showing up just because it is free. One of the recent arrivals is apparently the wife of the local police chief. We’ve been fortunate enough to have received a little guidance from a man who founded the World Food Share organization, and who delivers food and other aid all over the world. He even spent time with Mother Theresa, and provided some of the food she distributed.

The bottom line: programs that start out offering food for free generally fail; programs that require some form of payment, including trading groceries for work, generally succeed.

When we reopen the food program, it will be under guidelines that are similar to those of more experienced, successful programs. In the meantime, we are planning to quietly continue assisting four families whom we personally know to be in dire financial straits. 

This has been a very painful decision.

Several of the people in the program have already proposed that they can work in exchange for the bag of food. Who knows – the new program may implement itself!

BRIDGE PROGRAMS ARE CONTINUING

Other Bridge Programs are continuing:

· The School Program continues to help children attend school; 24 children in school this term

· The Food Program continues to provide healthy meals, 100+ people served weekly

· The Microloan Program continues to help families earn more money; 18 microloans made

· The Free Medical Clinic is set to begin Friday, August 5

As always, we’ll keep you posted!

FUND-RAISING FOR THE BRIDGE

Current status of funds raised against the Matching Funds Offer: $1,257, with $200 coming so far in July from US sources, and $107. raised locally. 

The matching funds offer is still good, and there couldn’t be a better time to contribute. You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card. Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-267, Carlsbad, CA 92008
IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

These weekly emails are now available as a downloadable WORD file from our website. If some of the pictures don’t come through in this email try going to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and downloading the file with the same date as the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Well,

Yé miáchë... (we finally found someone who could spell it for us)

Enjoy!
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A website describing the School Program, the Food Program, and the Microloan Program  is available on the Internet. You can find it at www.elpuente-thebridge.org
You can see the current status of programs of The Bridge at

www.elpuente-thebridge/page12.html - June 20, 2005
An Ebay site has been established by Nanci’s brother Bruce Robinson, and his business partner Dave Bishop. They are starting to move the inventory of Nanci’s signed, numbered limited edition prints. Visit the eBay site by visiting http://stores.ebay.com/Taproot-Trading
See the latest News, starting at www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page18.html
The Current Plans and “Wish List” for The Bridge are found at www. elpuente-thebridge /page13.html
The operating budget and actuals for The Bridge are found at   www. elpuente-thebridge /page14.html


Video clips showing activities at The Bridge. Click on the links to view the video.

Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
16.4 megabytes, plays for 1 min 14 seconds 

Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
7.1 megabytes, plays for  26 seconds

Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
14.5 megabytes  58 seconds

The files of past emails are still available at

http://www.thumbprintsart.com/files
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585







