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Guess what it is...

THIS WEEK
Fruits of the jungle. How things are handled here in the jungle – sitting on “The Fence.” The police run out of gasoline. Jungle fruits and nuts. Mr, & Mrs McNugget – At Home! Another form of “sitting on the fence” – being undecided: Now’s the time to change that!

GUESS WHAT GROWS ON TREES

The picture above is a little something that grows on trees around here. The fruit is pungently sweet, and very juicy, with a very fruity odor. What appears to be a stem is actually...

A cashew nut in a shell. 

Each fruit bears one nut. A  tree may bear  several dozen fruit. Think of this as you scoop up the next handful of roasted cashews.

JUNGLE JUSTICE 

Sitting On “The Fence”

There has been a widespread rash of robberies for the 18 months we’ve been here, and more. People have long known a local individual to be the mastermind of a petty thievery ring, and “The Fence” – the purchaser of stolen goods when the ladrones presented them. When our car radio was stolen, we sent one of the local residents to his “warehouse” and offered to buy it back. There was no deal – the thief had either sold it somewhere else, or kept it. “But”, we were told, “he had several others that we could buy, for a really good price.” 

Complicating matters, the police do not take action on non-violent crimes involving less than $250. So, the robbery ring “blossomed”, prompting several public meetings. Everyone was very angry. The robberies were simply getting out of control. Further, this man had not paid his rent in a very long time, the property owner was unhappy,  and had been unsuccessful at evicting the man from the property. So, our sources tell us, he handled the eviction in another way. 
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The Fence’s home, stable, and “warehouse” after the arsonist was finished

Local legend has it that the owner himself burned the buildings to the ground. That wasn’t a great loss, real estate-wise. The buildings were old, ramshackle, and an eyesore. The first step to fixing that problem would be – to get rid of the existing structure. We were told that the people, goods, and horses were “removed” before the fire. 

Now if THAT isn’t enough to get you thinking, consider this anecdote – call it... 

“We Don’t Have Enough Gasoline”.

Keith and Janet, owners of a local restaurant, rushed back to their home when they heard the burglar alarm go off. They found the burglar cowering under their bed. Keith was holding a skewer in one hand and a knife in the other. “Don’t kill me”, the thief said – “I’m the brother of (a waitress working at their restaurant.)” 

They called the police. At first, the police replied “We can’t come out – we don’t have enough gasoline.” When they learned the ladrone was already in custody, they managed to get together enough gasoline to come out and take him to jail.

The waitress is still employed by Keith & Janet – “a darn good employee”, they said.

Jungle Justice – ya gotta love it.

CHEEP LAUGHS

The McNugget McUpdate

McNugget Mansion now contains a happy couple!
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Mr. & Mrs McNugget

At Home
SEND THIS EMAIL TO TWO FRIENDS - NOW! 
Send this email to at least two others that you think might enjoy it. Help us spread the word about The Bridge. Thanks again for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

Fund-raisers are at work in the US as we speak. We've been promised a one-day-a-month medical clinic here for the Bribri, as well as priority handling at the three clinics in the area, by 3 local MDs. We put 24 kids in school this term, next term we expect 40. We feed 100 people a week, with bolsas of food going to 29 families. Sixteen microloans have been made, with eight paid in full. We’re getting ready to do a “jobs-needed” survey, and then implement a training program to build a group of people having those skills. When jobs become available, some of them can go to local people, instead of recruiting people from San José. We’re able to reach 400+ newspapers in the US, with a number of volunteers expanding that reach to 1,000 by year's end. As our plans progress, and classroom facilities become available, the doctors plan nutrition classes, hygiene classes, and so on. A ferreteria manager has offered power tools and training as needed. (currently, the only tool most Bribri can use is a machete).

Our first fund-raising target is $50,000 by September 1. It’s all visible on our website at 

www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page13.html
The matching funds offer is still good. 
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If you’ve been sitting on the fence...

If you’ve been sitting on the fence, now’s the time to jump in. You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card. Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-267, Carlsbad, CA 92008, with “The Bridge” in the memo field.

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

These weekly emails are now available as a downloadable WORD file from our website. If some of the pictures don’t come through in this email try going to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and downloading the file with the same date as the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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A website describing the School Program, the Food Program, and the Microloan Program  is available on the Internet. You can find it at www.elpuente-thebridge.org
You can see the current status of programs of The Bridge at

www.elpuente-thebridge/page12.html - June 20, 2005
An Ebay site has been established by Nanci’s brother Bruce Robinson, and his business partner Dave Bishop. They are starting to move the inventory of Nanci’s signed, numbered limited edition prints. Visit the eBay site by visiting http://stores.ebay.com/Taproot-Trading
See the latest News, starting at www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page18.html
The Current Plans and “Wish List” for The Bridge are found at www. elpuente-thebridge /page13.html
The operating budget and actuals for The Bridge are found at   www. elpuente-thebridge /page14.html


Video clips showing activities at The Bridge. Click on the links to view the video.

Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
16.4 megabytes, plays for 1 min 14 seconds 

Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
7.1 megabytes, plays for  26 seconds

Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
14.5 megabytes  58 seconds

The files of past emails are still available at

http://www.thumbprintsart.com/files
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585







