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Meet our neighbor – Sylvia Sloth. In this shot, she’s hanging on to the

outside of our screened-in porch.

THIS WEEK
A neighbor comes to call, as a sloth climbs around outside our porch and on the bedroom window. So, just how wet IS a rain forest? When push comes to love – the rooster stays. The Bridge has been promised a one-day-a-month medical clinic, for routine things, and emergency treatment near home.

CALLING ALL CRITTERS

We started “calling all critters” with Nanci’s sculptures of a terciopelo (fer-de-lance) snake, and a coral snake. Both snakes, as you’ll recall, showed up in the ginger plant right outside our screened-in porch. After that, she stopped using venomous critters as the subjects of her artwork. The adventure continues. Nanci has done a sloth sculpture. I’ve been visualizing a sloth, right here in our yard. When we came back from a shopping trip the other day, Daniel was on the porch and pointing, with a big smile on his face. We had a visitor.
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Here’s how Sylvia Sloth looked from inside the porch – 

with the screen in the way. 

So, what are the vital statistics of a sloth? We found a great way to measure, as she went from this porch perch to...
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Sylvia Sloth as she appeared outside our bedroom window, 

again with the screen in the way

...our bedroom window! The bars are 5” apart. This allows us to estimate a nose-to-tail length of 21”, a “reach” of 36½”, with claws that are nearly 3”  long!

She ambled about a bit, not in a hurry to get anywhere in particular. We put poles against the window for her to climb down. When she got low enough, Nanci could grab her – by the scruff of the neck and an analogous spot just above her butt. When last seen, she was crawling along the ground at breakneck speed (for a sloth), and within 20 minutes or so she was on her way up one of her favorite trees. 

How do we know she was a girl? In this species, the guys have a target on their back – a big spot, between their shoulder blades. Pretty easy to tell.

LIFE IN THIS LITTLE PART OF THE RAIN FOREST 

One good way to describe a rain forest is to use the name, itself. Putting it into what might be a “standard government-ese format”, the definition might look like this:

“Rain, Forest, one each.”

To be truly government-ese, this must be read and pronounced as follows:

“Rain, comma,  Forest, comma, one each.”

Rain forest or no, we’re experiencing days followed by more days of sunshine. We’ve had some pretty good rainstorms, usually at night. There have even been a couple of Hum-Dinger, Jim-Dandy, Popcorn And Cotton Candy Thunderstorms.

The following chart was pulled from rainfall data on some website, whose URL I’ve forgotten. I just Googled “costa rica rainfall data by month”, and there it was.
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Notice that June appears to be the wettest month.

We are now in June, and we are experiencing “days followed by more days of sunshine”.  It seems to rain mostly at night. I like that in a rain forest.

Exploring the rainfall map further, one sees that there is a region southeast of San José that gets “over 240 inches of rain per year”. Now THAT is wet. We’re at an average of 12.5 inches per month, and that’s based on the only rainfall data available for this area – from Puerto Limon, about 64 KM away. The rainfall gradient maps show us as being “slightly drier”. A weather station has just been installed in Puerto Viejo. Next year at this time, we should have some real data, We’ll look at the numbers, and say something like “yup – it’s wet.!”

I just know it’s pretty darn comfortable here.

DEVELOPMENTS ON THE BRIDGE 

I recently spent a lot of time dealing with a local MD, who is also the local director of the Ministerio de Salud (Health Department). With the activity surrounding Pedro, getting Alejandro in and out of the hospital in Limon, and my own visits to him on minor issues, we have spent quite a bit of time talking. After my latest inquiry on papalomoyo, on behalf of one of the folks living in the nearby jungle, our conversation got more serious. But I get ahead of myself .

I had recently retrieved my latest lab results from the Clinica in Hone Creek. They “misplaced” them for a week or so. Apparently they sent the samples to a central lab in San Jose, then back to Hone Creek. The numbers had dramatically improved, so I wasn’t in any particular hurry to get down to his office. By 5 PM, I’m thinking about sitting around and enjoying Nanci’s company. 

But as I worked at the computer several days ago, I literally heard “a voice”. It said, “Go see the doctor – now.” I’ve had other experiences like this, and they’ve all been VERY interesting. So, I closed up the computer, put it in the “hot box”, grabbed my medical results, and went to the Dr.’s office. It was 5 PM, and I knew he’d be there.

We dispensed with my lab results quickly – no problems that aren’t being handled. Then we proceeded to talk for 45 minutes – about The Bridge.

He asked many questions – how many people come, etc. I gave him the basics – 60-100 people for meals, 28 bags of food a week, 25 kids in school, etc. He asked about Alejandro, and about the baby with Papalomoyo. The entire matter was now in God’s hands. I was talking to the man who had the authority to shut us down. 

After hearing my answers, he sat up straight, slammed his hand on the table and said:

“I promise this. I’ll come up there one day a month and set up a free clinic. I have two doctors who work for me, and they’ll come, too. And if any of the Bribri need urgent medical treatment, I’ll see them here, in my office in Puerto Viejo, for free.”

I should tell you that Indigenous people here can get any treatment and any medicine they need – for free – by going to a clinic. But the nearest clinic is a 30 minute walk and a 20-minute bus ride away in Hone Creek. Many of the Bribri we’ve met don’t know how to use a bus – and when riding in a car, have to be shown how to open and close a car door and the windows. Some choose to walk the distance to the clinic rather than use transportation.  They can, however easily walk to Puerto Viejo, and even more easily walk to our place – a mere 30 minute walk from their homes. 

The Bribri who come to The Bridge now have a promise of  free clinic for routine things, and a promise of immediate treatment for urgent matters. Now, we need to schedule a date for the clinic.

We’ve already tried out the promise of treatment for urgent matters. Alejandro was suffering from a headache and a pain in his stomach. We followed the Doctor’s suggestion, and tracked him down. He happened to be at the Clinic in Bribri, and we took Alejandro and his father Abelio there. He has a parasitic infestation, and will be undergoing a whole series of tests to find out which one on Monday. The Dr. personally took him into the clinic, and handled his case personally, much to the amazement of the clinic staff. (“He NEVER does that”, one of the staff people said.)

I’m paying more attention to the “voices in my head” these days.

CHEEP LAUGHS

When push comes to love...

The Rooster stays. We originally joked about putting it into the soup if it turned out to be a rooster, but when push came to love, we couldn’t do it. Any chicken who sits on Nanci’s lap, extends its neck 

w-a-y-y-y out, and chirps happily as it gets a neck rub can’t be all bad.
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SEND THIS EZINE TO OTHERS! 
Send this ezine to family and friends that you think might also enjoy it. If they enjoy it as well, they can sign up with us directly. Thanks again for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

Last Saturday, we reached a total of 64 people here. We were overflowing with volunteers, including two girls from Scotland who are spending a portion their “gap year”, between high school and college, teaching English to the Bribri in Yorkin. They go into the interior for most of the week, and come out on the weekend for email and laundry. 

Earlier, we had assisted in hooking these girls and their in-country sponsor up with a filmmaker from Sweden. By last Saturday, they had just completed a “shoot” in Yorkin. In true Costa Rican fashion, everything worked out – in its own way.

Originally, it appeared that videotapes had been misplaced. The filmmaker had gone. The tapes weren’t at our place, where they were supposed to be dropped off. After a hasty email, which the filmmaker apparently answered from the airport, we got a lead that took us to a Coffee and Chocolate Café in Puerto. The British waitress told us that indeed, the tapes had been in her hands, but that they had been dropped off at ATEC, the local eco-tourism headquarters. 

Over at ATEC, we found the tapes – and the two Scottish girls who had been in Yorkin. They, as it turns out, were on their way to San José to meet with the sponsor of the “shoot”. A quick phone call, and all was arranged – the tapes were in their hands, on their way to their intended destination. 

On the way home, I was thinking about the Keystone Cops. Sometimes, the world looked better in black and white. This full color business can make a fellow tired!

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

These weekly emails are now available as a downloadable WORD file from our website. If some of the pictures don’t come through in this email try going to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and downloading the file with the same date as the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

The matching funds offer is still good, and there couldn’t be a better time to contribute. You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card. Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-267, Carlsbad, CA 92008
Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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A website describing the School Program, the Food Program, and the Microloan Program  is available on the Internet. You can find it at www.elpuente-thebridge.org
You can see the current status of programs of The Bridge at

www.elpuente-thebridge/page12.html - March 14, 2004

An Ebay site has been established by Nanci’s brother Bruce Robinson, and his business partner Dave Bishop. They are starting to move the inventory of Nanci’s signed, numbered limited edition prints. Visit the eBay site by visiting http://stores.ebay.com/Taproot-Trading
See the latest News, starting at www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page18.html
The Current Plans and “Wish List” for The Bridge are found at www. elpuente-thebridge /page13.html
The operating budget and actuals for The Bridge are found at   www. elpuente-thebridge /page14.html


Video clips showing activities at The Bridge. Click on the links to view the video.

Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
16.4 megabytes, plays for 1 min 14 seconds 

Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
7.1 megabytes, plays for  26 seconds

Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
14.5 megabytes  58 seconds

The files of past emails are still available at

http://www.thumbprintsart.com/files
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585
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