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What does a Bribri baby stroller look like? When Mayra walked from her place to ours recently,

she answered that question. She had made a harness for Baby Chris from a bedsheet. This works well, 

since the path from their home is steep and difficult, and mama has to hang onto rocks and trees to make the descent. Nanci asked her if the baby was “dead, or just sleeping?” Mayra laughed and poked the baby, who swatted an imaginary fly – and stayed asleep. 

THIS WEEK (and last week)
Things once again are moving right along. Last week we spent several days dealing with a tropical disease, and tracking down a cure for someone who comes here. Everything came to a halt while we spent some time “Meeting Papa”. Several press releases went out. Two volunteers stepped up to the plate and are helping track down more newspaper email addresses. You already know about Chicken McNugget – but not about the unfortunate twist. There’s an updated website available for El Puente. We’re polishing a deal with a distributor to print and distribute Nanci’s greeting card designs in the USA, with profits going toward support of The Bridge. We’ve made a deal with the Fundacion Humanitaria, a Costa Rican organization that has been working with helping people get off the street and become self-sufficient for a long time. Fund raising continues, and the march to match the matching fund offer is on. I’m a victim of vowel play. Slop hunting in the jungle. 

LET’S GO ON A “SLOP” HUNT!

Most of the guys I’ve been talking with here say “slop” when they mean  to say “sloth”. Only recently, we put two and two together and came up with “teeth”.

It’s common for young kids to grow up eating sugar cane, sucking ice cream out of a pinhole in a plastic bag, and eating foods containing lots and lots of sugar. Many have front teeth in an “inverted V” formation on the top, and a “V” formation on the bottom, leaving a big hole where front teeth are usually found. As they grow into adulthood, they adapt their speech to the missing teeth.

It takes teeth to say “sloth”. So they adjust by calling it “slop” instead.

So now, when Nanci and I get away from the house on Sunday and ride around counting up the various animals we see, we say “we’re going on a slop hunt.”

MEETING PAPA

Papalomoyo is a tropical disease, caused by a mosquito-borne parasite – a paramecium – that literally eats the exposed flesh around a scratched, open, irritated bite. Usually, it’s unsuccessful in its attempt to set up housekeeping. I showed a slow-healing bite on my arm to a local expert on such matters – and he said “yup, but you’re healing quickly.” I have a strong immune system, and the result is merely annoying – and if I could just avoid scratching the bite in the first place, the bug would have no effect at all.

The Bribri we see in this area who are living in the jungle have, for the most part, a substandard diet and unsanitary living conditions. Although we have no medically acceptable proof, it is easy to see that their immune systems could be weakened. That idea was highlighted by recent visits by Mayra, carrying her baby girl Chris. I didn’t want to photograph the baby as she first appeared with Papa. Once I finally understood what was going on, I began to track down what can be done about the problem.

After several days of surface infection, the “bug” can find its way into the blood stream. From there, it can hop around in the body, breaking out in other exposed areas where a scratch or other bite has exposed flesh to the air. Baby Chris showed signs of such secondary infection. Severe cases can be fatal, although there are no known instances of such a fatality here.

The clinics here do have a solution – they use a series of 10 or more 5 CC injections of a solution containing heavy metal – which kills the paramecium. We set up an appointment at the clinic in Hone Creek on Monday – three days from then. Filling up an infant with heavy metal may be poisonous to the “bug”, but it’s also poisonous to the baby. Problem is, the human system has no good method of getting rid of heavy metal once it enters the body, and the “cure” would be with her for the rest of her life. We kept looking.

The Indigenous have always cured such problems with plants. There are only twenty shaman left who know how to prepare the right plants for use, and none are in this area. We learned that Mayra was using the preferred local treatment – battery acid.

Turns out several American universities have funded research here on those very plants. Sarah Gordon, a researcher funded by a consortium of USA midwest colleges, as well as several other researchers, have identified 20 plants used by the Bribri for curing just about everything. One of these plants has the delightful Latin name which, shortened, is “Zamia Skinneri”. Here’s a photo:
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Photo of zamai skinneri

I showed the photo to Maria, Alejandro’s mother. “We use that plant all the time”, she said. But neither she, nor anyone else we spoke with knew how to prepare it for this use. We were given the phone number for a priest in the interior, Fr. Alfaro, who does know. We’d called the number for other reasons several times before, and it wasn’t answered. Nothing had changed.

I had the photo in my pocket when I visited Jeffrey’s store to pick up a few things. On a hunch, I showed Jeffrey, and asked if he’d seen the plant in the area. He took me into his yard and pointed – and there it was. He was using it as an ornamental plant. The leaves are hard, with spiny needles sticking out of the edge of the leaf. I took a leaf back home.

Maria and Daniel were surprised that I could find the plant so quickly. The problem remained, however – no one knew how to prepare and use the plant for dealing with Papa.

Coincidentally, Gregory the Bush Doctor showed up. He’s a dropout pharmacist from Chicago who left a six-figure income to live here and work with medicinal plants. We connected him with Mayra and Baby Chris. He made up a series of things, including both natural plant substances and powdered sulfur he bought at the farmacia, and started to work with the Baby. 

In another coincidence, Ynez showed up. Ynez was Pedro’s wife, and is the baby’s grandmother. She had been visiting the rest of her family in the interior for three weeks. Mayra wasn’t understanding too well how to care for Baby Chris, but Ynez said she’d take over. And it appears that between the stuff Gregory put together, and Ynez’s many years of experience, Baby Chris is doing fine. After several days, we saw Baby Chris carried along in a harness on Mayra’s back – the picture at the top of this page. Take a closer look at the baby.
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Earlier, you would have seen a pretty ugly batch of black sores on the baby’s forehead, cheek, and neck. Now, only the small ring on her cheek is visible. 

Mayra chose to cancel the visit to the clinic.

A VICTIM OF VOWEL PLAY

I’ve become a victim of vowel play! Nanci and I love to play Scrabble, and we both have a ball coming up with obscure words. Anything’s fair – engineering terms, a little something from Chaucer’s day, a completely obscure and (almost) unknown word. Our cat Tica likes the game – the letter pieces make great toys, and she likes walking in and laying down on the board.

Then there’s “Phonetic Scrabble” – if the other person can figure it out, it’s legal. A word like “kostawreca” is only the beginning. 

CHEEP LAUGHS

Say Farewell to the chicken...

And “hello to Mr. Rooster”. It was a sad day. We don’t know how it happened. She was so cute. We were looking forward to eggs she would lay. She was to be the head hen in what could become an egg-laying dynasty. And then we noticed the little “spur” on the back of “its” leg. The thing a rooster uses in a fight. It’s a ROOSTER, for heaven’s sake. Who’d a thunk it?
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Tica, McNugget and Nanci in a quiet moment.

Could it be that McNugget is thinking,

“Will she still love me when she finds out I’m a rooster?”
After a period of adjustment –  which included the disappointing discovery that this type of rooster is usually sterile – we decided to make the best of things and not put “him” in the soup. 

ENJOYING THIS E-ZINE? SEND IT TO OTHERS! 
Send this email to family and friends that you think might also enjoy it. If they enjoy it as well, they can sign up with us directly. Thanks again for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

The matching fund drive is still on! So far:


Personal contributions:





$150


Tithe from UCRS for the Food Program



$500


Profits from sales of Nanci’s work on eBay, donated by Nanci:
$224



TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED 


$874

Let’s keep those personal contributions flowing!!!

The matching funds offer is still good, and there couldn’t be a better time to contribute. You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card. Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-267, Carlsbad, CA 92008

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

These weekly emails are now available as a downloadable WORD file from our website. If some of the pictures don’t come through in this email try going to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and downloading the file with the same date as the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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A website describing the School Program, the Food Program, and the Microloan Program  is available on the Internet. You can find it at www.elpuente-thebridge.org
An Ebay site has been established by Nanci’s brother Bruce Robinson, and his business partner Dave Bishop. They are starting to move the inventory of Nanci’s signed, numbered limited edition prints. Visit the eBay site by visiting http://stores.ebay.com/Taproot-Trading
See the latest News, starting at www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page18.html
The Current Plans and “Wish List” for The Bridge are found at www. elpuente-thebridge /page13.html
The operating budget and the current operating summary for The Bridge are found at

 www. elpuente-thebridge /page14.html


Video clips showing activities at The Bridge are available. Click on the links to view the video.

Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
16.4 megabytes, plays for 1 min 14 seconds 

Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
7.1 megabytes, plays for  26 seconds

Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
14.5 megabytes  58 seconds

The files of past emails are still available at

http://www.thumbprintsart.com/files
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585







