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Espy got her nose job. We ordered a hood, and a new one showed up on the bus. 

Miguel installed it for us. See the yellow flowers all over Espy? They’re from the trees towering 10 stories over the yard. How many flowers can a 10-story tall tree hold? Plenty, that’s how many. And this photo was taken on a light day. This’ll go on for days, until this “flower season” is over. 

THIS WEEK
Espy gets a nose job. Banking on the future – a Bribri kid opens a bank account. One of you has an exotic pet – here’s a picture. Cheep laughs – a McUpdate.

HERE’S BANKIN’ ON YOU, KID

Part of the deal when working with The Bridge is to open a bank account and save 10% of your earnings. Usually, that would be for adults with microloans. We recently brought 10-year-old Alejandro and his mother into the brand new Banco de Costa Rica branch in Puerto Viejo. Alejandro is our first “school kid” in The School Program. He’d been working with us at The Bridge and with his dad, and earned 5,000 colones. Bursting with pride, he wanted to open a bank account for his money. 

The woman at the desk asked all the usual questions, starting with the usual... two forms of ID – a "cedula", and "another form of ID". A cedula is the official government ID card. 

"What would be acceptable for that 'other ID'," I asked.

"An electric, phone, or water bill," came the reply.

We just sat and waited. I could see by the expression on the woman's face that she was realizing that these folks live in the jungle, and HAVE no utility bills. She excused herself and went to talk with the manager.

They talked animatedly for a while, then the woman returned. "What can we use for a verified physical address?" she asked.

"Why not use our address?" I answered, handing her a brochure for The Bridge. She took the brochure back into the Manager's office. They both came back to the desk. She glanced at the manager, who nodded approval. 

"That'll be fine", she said. 

Then, the woman said "Minimum deposit is 10,000 colones."

Alejandro's face fell - he had only half that amount.

The woman excused herself, once again going into the Manager's office. When she came back, she had a big smile on her face. "1,000 colones minimum will be OK for these accounts," she said, pointing to The Bridge brochure.

Alejandro stood in line, and got to the teller window. The desk was literally "over his head." The teller could only see the top of his hair. The security guard chuckled. Smiles all around as Alejandro reached up and put his bag of money on the counter. I brought a chair over to the window. Standing on the chair, and with a big smile on his face, Alejandro made his opening deposit. As he poured the bag of coins into the teller window, the teller dropped his jaw, realizing he was going to have to count it all.

As Alejandro walked away from the window, he got a round of applause. He smiled as he turned and walked through the front door. And me without my camera. It’s probably just as well. It’s hard to use a camera with tears in your eyes. 

I can’t begin to tell you how good it feels to be doing this.
SUPERKITTY 

One of you on this list has a very exotic pet. You know who you are. And although I never got a good photograph of yours, I did find one on another of these cats in the New York Times. So, I’ll blow the cover on this exotic critter – anonymously. Ladies and gentlemen, meet the Savannah Cat.
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A Savannah is a cross between an African predator, the Serval, and a domestic breed.

Thanks to the “New York Times” for these pictures.
It’s outlawed in some communities – fully-grown, it’s about the size and weight of a bobcat, and there’s not enough history to know exactly how it will behave.

Even it’s cry is a little bit different. I listened closely to the Savannah “kitten” I saw on a recent trip to the US. I swear I could hear the kitten practicing the phrase,

“Here, doggie, doggie, doggie!”

CHEEP LAUGHS

The McUpdate

 We’ve been keeping you “a breast” of the activities in the yard. Henrietta The Wonder Chicken and Geraldine The Cross Dressing Rooster have managed to produce two broods of chicks. The first has grown enough that there are regular chicken sweeps, and they manage to keep the yard remarkably bug-free. 

In the meantime, Nanci has been feeding McNugget a special formula, just as she would when rehabbing a wildlife baby. It’s got lots of good cereal grains and vitamins. People walk in here and, on seeing the chicken, say “this one’s gonna live.” Apparently, there’s a low survival rate among baby chickens here. 

McNugget has been growing. Take a look.
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                  As you saw her on April 24...                                           and as she appears May 16!

(These pictures are to scale...  the eyedropper should be the same size in each picture)
She’s a people chicken. She clamors to get up and sit on my shoulder while I’m working the computer. She climbs up in Nanci’s lap and goes straight for her shoulder, tucking herself right into Nanci’s hair. She gets passed around from person to person who’s visiting here. And Nanci’s even got her coming when she’s called. Usually, we can predict when she needs to be... uh, er... “toileted”. Regardless of that, she’s always fun. After her morning feeding, Nanci and I use the old blanket toss trick to give McNugget flying lessons to strengthen her wings. She’s already strong enough to be flying nearly horizontally when she gets back to the blanket. 

Meanwhile, back at the ranch...

Henrietta and Geraldine (who’s a rooster, you will recall), have managed to produce at least two broods of chickens.  Geraldine is the pride of the flock... good looking guy, tall, proud, productive.

Geraldine’s got a brother. If this were an American sitcom-cartoon,  the brother would probably be named “That Lazy Bum.” No baby chickens. No herds of hens scarfing down the neighborhood bugs under his direction. The lady across the street, who owns Henrietta and Geraldine, hired two of our Bribri kids on Saturday afternoon – to “run-down” That Lazy Bum. I think we just saw our first example of how “ron-don” soup is prepared. 

ENJOYING THIS E-ZINE? YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to family and friends that you think might also enjoy it. If they enjoy it as well, they can sign up with us directly. Thanks again for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

We’re gradually adopting new rules for acceptance into The Bridge programs. We’re starting to focus more on mothers with young children living at home. For the first time, we’re asking for identification and birth certificates for the children. We’re aiming our service to helping those families earn more, make sure the kids are in school for their future, and eventually earn enough more that food assistance is no longer needed. If, along the way, a microloan will help, we make those loans, providing simple, down to earth business advice if needed. 

We’re referring older women, usually the mothers of someone already in the program, to Costa Rican Social Services, which already has programs to help such folks. 

The change is hard, and we’re doing our best. In some cases, we’re coming up against the culture. They’d have to go to the government administrative center in Bribri and get birth certificates. One woman said “These people would rather let their children die than deal with the government, or provide any such papers.” 

This isn’t comfortable.

We’ll keep you posted.

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

These weekly emails are now available as a downloadable WORD file from our website. If some of the pictures don’t come through in this email try going to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and downloading the file with the same date as the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

The matching funds offer is still good, and now’s the time to contribute. You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card. Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-267, Carlsbad, CA 92008. 
Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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A website describing the School Program, the Food Program, and the Microloan Program  is available on the Internet. You can find it at www.elpuente-thebridge.org
You can see the current status of programs of The Bridge at

www.elpuente-thebridge/page12.html - March 14, 2004

An Ebay site has been established by Nanci’s brother Bruce Robinson, and his business partner Dave Bishop. They are starting to move the inventory of Nanci’s signed, numbered limited edition prints. Visit the eBay site by visiting http://stores.ebay.com/Taproot-Trading
See the latest News, starting at www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page18.html
The Current Plans and “Wish List” for The Bridge are found at www. elpuente-thebridge /page13.html
The operating budget and actuals for The Bridge are found at   www. elpuente-thebridge /page14.html


Video clips showing activities at The Bridge. Click on the links to view the video.

Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
16.4 megabytes, plays for 1 min 14 seconds 

Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
7.1 megabytes, plays for  26 seconds

Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
14.5 megabytes  58 seconds

The files of past emails are still available at

http://www.thumbprintsart.com/files
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585







