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Alejandro and William wading in a river near Bratsi, just after last Christmas.

The footbridge, twenty feet above the riverbed, was washed away in the recent flooding.

Although there has been no official word, a survey of the debris in the flood plain seems to show

that the flood waters crested at least five, and perhaps 10 feet over the level of this bridge. 

THIS WEEK
Raging waters rip roads: while the first flood made the news, the second did not. Nanci and I took a look at the damaged roads after things got back to more or less normal. The lost two weeks. How can you help The Bridge? -  send this eZine to friends and family. What we did with our coffeepot this winter. 

TRANQUIL TRIBUTARIES TURNED TO TORRENTS

Just after last Christmas, Nanci and I took Alejandro and William into the reserve. We were able to get across three water crossings easily, and I decided not to try the fourth. You’ll recall the footbridge that spans the river at that point. 
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Last Sunday, Nanci and I drove back into the reserve, and again got as far as this river crossing. This footbridge is gone. A massive flood crest washed it away.

While the Potholes near Puerto were going unattended, causing residents and visitors to fuss and to fume, road crews appeared to have been busy re-connecting one of the main roads into and out of the reserve. This road is perched unsteadily on the side of a cliff in some places, fords smaller river tributaries in others, and borders on the Sixaola River at still other spots. It is one of the main connections into and out of the reserve, providing access to outside sources of food, medicine, and medical treatment, as well as supplies, people, and heavy equipment for repair of flood damage. 

The  road had been cut in many places. Otherwise tranquil tributaries were turned into raging torrents that cut canyons through this gravel road. Landslides blocked the road in several places. A 20-30 foot crest of raging river water tore huge chunks out of the road next to the Sixaola River. Debris still hangs in the lower branches of the trees along the roadside, showing the flood’s height. The water line in a tunnel along this road is higher than the roof of our car. At this point, the road is about 20 feet above the normal level of the river. 

It look like the road crews did a yeoman’s job of responding on an emergency basis, re-connecting sections of road, clearing off landslides, and dumping protective piles of rock where new gaping holes had appeared. Buses now make it down that road, but with difficulty.

The old river crossing near the footbridge – the one I declined to go through on our first visit – was closed. The road had been re-routed, about 100 feet away from the old crossing. I got out and walked the new crossing – perhaps we could get across this time?

The water was just as deep – up to the bottom of the engine – except now there were rocks the size of bowling balls in the path. Looking under Espy, I could see that a bowling ball would not fit under that car.

Nanci was very disappointed. “Someday, I’d like to see what’s on the other side of that river,” she said with a sigh.

So would I. 

THE LOST TWO WEEKS

You can probably tell the last two weeks have been busy – it’s been that long since the last issue.  In another learning experience, the “last” weeks became the “lost” weeks.

To explain, I want to give you an idea of the normal level of detail involved in doing some of the things we do here, and then illustrate what happened as I tried to manage that level of detail.

I prepared several press releases, each one requiring a document very much like this newsletter, containing pictures and text. The pictures are made “email-friendly” – they’re changed to make them “smaller” and easier to send. To prepare for the releases, I changed the website, adding news stories and some new addresses and updated financial information. After the change, the website was put on the internet. Then the press releases were written and sent to our database of newspapers. Following the “send”, there is a small number of returns that must be tracked down and corrected if possible. 

There’s more, but you get the idea. This time, for three press releases, the process took about two weeks.

For some months now, I’ve been continuing to adapt to this environment. There’s the joyous confusion of kids in and out of the yard and the front porch, and work going on inside the house two or three days a week. The Bridge is, after all, a meeting place which hasn’t existed, and now that it does, it’s starting to be heavily utilized. Up until now, I thought I was doing pretty well.

Then, I realized I had gone through this process and scrambled a couple of key steps. It looked to me that I’d done those key steps – but had I been focusing more on what I was doing, I would have seen the error.

So, I lost the two weeks’ of work, and just now finished redoing them. In the meantime, the press releases went out with incorrect supporting material, and I don’t know what that will do. Perhaps they will be accepted, perhaps not. We’ll find out together.

As a result, I learned where a limitation of mine was located – exactly. Handling the detail correctly and dealing with the confusion created by 9 or 10 kids going through here at random times.

I know that I’ve already worked it out. 

CHEEP LAUGHS

The McNugget McUpdate

It seems that Chicken McNugget has turned into a “quarter pounder”. Nanci’s been feeding her a mixture of corn and vitamins. We’ve been passing her around on Bridge days, so she gets used to lots of people. She works outside with Daniel, and she supplements her diet with dirt, small bugs, and seeds. Worms are especially yummy. 

Nanci feeds her in the morning – in our bed. She hangs around taking a nap (on her own special towels, of course) while Nanci reads and during morning prayers. 

As we get up, she “helps” us make the bed. Then, she gets Flying Lessons. To strengthen her wings, we put her in a blanket and give her some blanket tosses. She goes into the air and starts to flap furiously. In the last few days, we noticed that she no longer falls straight down – she heads toward the edge of the blanket, in one case over the edge of the bed. We’ll probably move the exercise session outside, where she has nice soft grass to land on.

She even comes when she’s called. Nanci has learned to make “chicken noises”, and McNugget comes running. 

Tica’s very “patient” with her when they’re inside the house together. The farther McNugget gets from the house, the more Tica behaves like she might be fair game. We’re watching that development.

Stay tuned – more cheep thrills to come!

ENJOYING THIS E-ZINE? YOU CAN HELP US! 
Send this email to family and friends that you think might also enjoy it. If they enjoy it as well, they can sign up with us directly. Thanks again for your support!

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

What we did with our coffeepot this winter...

Thought you all might be interested in a brief summary of The Bridge since the beginning of 2005. We served our 2,000th bowl of soup in April!

	
	Food
	People
	Bowls of
	Cost of
	Cost of
	# of
	Cost of
	Total

	
	Bags
	Served
	Soup
	Soup
	Bags
	Students
	School
	Cost

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	January
	105
	349
	524
	$340
	$1,050
	
	
	$1,390

	February
	99
	308
	462
	$300
	$990
	24
	$1,800
	$3,090

	March
	98
	330
	495
	$322
	$980
	
	
	$1,302

	April
	140
	380
	570
	$371
	$1,400
	
	
	$1,771

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTALS
	442
	1,367
	2,051
	$1,333
	$4,420
	24
	$1,800
	$7,553

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tutoring began in April. Alejandro, the electrician from Nicaragua, volunteers his time showing Bridge students how to study, answering questions on homework assignments, and teaching basic English. So far, four kids and several adults have taken advantage of his offer.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Swimming lessons began in April. Fridays at noon, Benjamin, a Bribri Salvavida, or Lifeguard, who works at the Cocles beaches, volunteers his time to teach some of our school kids the basics of water safety and respect for the ocean waves. Seven kids (and Nanci) have been seen in that swimming class.


Nanci’s art is selling on E-Bay. You can visit that storefront at http://stores.ebay.com/Taproot-Trading
All profits we earn from those sales go toward financing The Bridge operations. 

Donation options have expanded. One of you was determined to provide a regular donation as a deduction from her paycheck, and she made it happen. In doing so, she opened the door for any of you who might want to make a recurring donation, either through your employer as a payroll deduction, or through your bank as an online payment. Go here for information on next steps. 

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

These weekly emails are now available as a downloadable WORD file from our website. If some of the pictures don’t come through in this email try going to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and downloading the file with the same date as the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

The matching funds offer is still good, and there couldn’t be a better time to contribute. You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card. Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation, 2588 El Camino Real, F-267, Carlsbad, CA 92008
Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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A website describing the School Program, the Food Program, and the Microloan Program  is available on the Internet. You can find it at www.elpuente-thebridge.org
You can see the current status of programs of The Bridge at

www.elpuente-thebridge/page12.html - March 14, 2004

An Ebay site has been established by Nanci’s brother Bruce Robinson, and his business partner Dave Bishop. They are starting to move the inventory of Nanci’s signed, numbered limited edition prints. Visit the eBay site by visiting http://stores.ebay.com/Taproot-Trading
See the latest News, starting at www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page18.html
The Current Plans and “Wish List” for The Bridge are found at www. elpuente-thebridge /page13.html
The operating budget and actuals for The Bridge are found at   www. elpuente-thebridge /page14.html


Video clips showing activities at The Bridge. Click on the links to view the video.

Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
16.4 megabytes, plays for 1 min 14 seconds 

Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
7.1 megabytes, plays for  26 seconds

Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
14.5 megabytes  58 seconds

The files of past emails are still available at

http://www.thumbprintsart.com/files
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585







