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Alejandro The Electrician, left, writes English words on a chalkboard he built 

and brought to The Bridge. Carmelita and Alejandro, both in second grade, copy 

 and learn to say the English words in The first day of after-school tutoring at The Bridge

THIS WEEK 

A Nicaraguan Angel starts tutoring at The Bridge. Another baby howler, and a decision is made. Two computers – no waiting. Now is the time.

ANGELS ON THE GROUND

Alejandro the Electrician lives just north of here in Hone Creek, but his family, including two young children, lives in Nicaragua. Like many others, he comes here for work because he can make 5 times the money here as he can back home. The pay for a skilled electrician here is about $4.25 an hour.  His youngest child is seven. He’s been here for six years.
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Alejandro Grande, as we jokingly call him around here, has been volunteering on Saturdays, serving soup, jugo, café, galletas y frutas to the lunchtime crowd. 

Now, he shows up on Tuesdays and Thursdays to join with the soup crowd, and to work with those kids who need help – mostly on how to study, and how to do homework. The kids don’t have anybody at home they can ask.

Thanks, Alejandro!

ANOTHER HOWLER BABY

Who ya gonna call...
Another baby howler turned up. Daniel saw it in a cage when he walked through the living area for the same family who had the last one. He saw that there was no water in the cage, and put some in. 

We took a stand with that first monkey – “next time, we call the police.” We felt we had to take some action. We also felt we were in a dilemma. we love the people, and we love the wildlife. Which one do we protect at the expense of the other? Is there a way we can protect both? 

Then there’s the question of action – who ya gonna call? Getting the authorities involved could be like driving a bulldozer up a jungle trail and through someone’s house. Finally, we wanted to be sensitive to cultural issues – Norte-Americanos are sometimes guilty of forcing their culture on the local people, even without realizing what they’re doing.

We asked Mauricio. He did some digging, and got more information. He pedaled up to our gate, and Nanci and I went out to talk with him.

“One of the brothers went hunting for iguana in the National Park,” Mauricio explained. “They shoot at anything that moves. They shoot a mother monkey, and took the baby. Maybe somebody pay for the baby.”

I felt a twinge here. We ransomed the first baby, so we could get it to a rehabilitation shelter. With all the best intentions, we may have aggravated the situation. 

Mauricio continued. “They don’t take the animal out of need. They take it to sell – and that’s wrong.” Killing or selling monkeys is against national law, especially in a National Park, but Mauricio was referring to the teachings of Sibö – their name for God. “This makes me angry. The best thing to do now is frighten them.”

“Who should this be reported to – the police?” I asked. 

“Better it should be MINAE,” he said – the same group that gave us the permit for moving the first monkey. “I go now to report to them.”

“Whew!” I thought to myself. Having visited MINAE, I wasn’t eager to do it again. 

As Mauricio prepared to get back on his bicycle, he asked “Did they ask for any money?” “Not this time,” Nanci and I replied, an indirect way of saying we didn’t pay a single colone  for this one.

“Good”, he said. He was smiling as he pedaled away. He turned his head and said “I’ll pass by you and let you know what happen.”

Now, a bittersweet mixture of relief and disappointment. A family we care about will be frightened. They will be discouraged from killing monkey mommies, taking the babies, and placing the babies at risk. A baby monkey will be removed from a cage, to be placed in the hands of a properly trained but slow-moving bureaucracy, also placing the baby at risk. The community is now alerted to the behavior of this family, and that will be perhaps the most powerful force acting on the family to change their behavior. 

Perhaps we’ve done a good thing, perhaps we haven’t. I’m thinking about a line from a Jimmy Buffet song: 

“Indecision may – or may not – be a part of my problem.”

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

Two computers – no waiting – well, almost no waiting. That’s the situation on the front porch after school lets out. Maria and William, both first graders, watch as second-graders Carmelita and Alejandro work with educational software that was brought here by Michele Kohan on her visit, on a computer that was donated by Bob & Diane Wojcik on their visit here.
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Didn’t take them long to figure out that they could time their actions so that both computers would make coordinated music. Imagine what it sounds like to hear two computers singing “Old MacDonald Had A Farm” at almost exactly the same time. And now imagine four Bribri voices, singing the English lyrics with a heavy Bribri accent. And yes, now envision two adults chiming in, singing in a near-perfect American accent. And while this was going on, one of them showed us their school language text... “Old MacDonald Had A Farm”. 

Thanks, Michele, Bob & Diane!

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE PICTURES

These weekly emails are now available as a downloadable WORD file from our website. If some of the pictures don’t come through in this email try going to www.elpuente-thebridge.org/weekly and downloading the file with the same date as the date of this issue.

* * * * * * * *

The matching funds offer is still good, and there couldn’t be a better time to contribute. You can go to the website donation page by clicking here, where you can use a credit card. Or, you can mail a check to Serendipity International Foundation, C/O. Theresa Roberts, 1437 Sierra Circle, El Cajon, CA 92020.

Well,

…djmiache

Enjoy!
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A website describing the School Program, the Food Program, and the Microloan Program  is available on the Internet. You can find it at www.elpuente-thebridge.org
You can see the current status of programs of The Bridge at

www.elpuente-thebridge/page12.html - March 14, 2004

An Ebay site has been established by nanci’s brother Bruce Robinson, and his business partner Dave Bishop. They are starting to move the inventory of Nanci’s signed, numbered limited edition prints. Visit the eBay site by visiting http://stores.ebay.com/Taproot-Trading
See the latest News, starting at www.elpuente-thebridge.org/page18.html
The Current Plans and “Wish List” for The Bridge are found at www. elpuente-thebridge /page13.html
The operating budget and actuals for The Bridge are found at   www. elpuente-thebridge /page14.html


Video clips showing activities at The Bridge. Click on the links to view the video.

Nanci and Alejandro working together to serve lunch on the porch
16.4 megabytes, plays for 1 min 14 seconds 

Daniel, Barry, and Alejandro setting up for the movie
7.1 megabytes, plays for  26 seconds

Watching the movie: this day, “Winnie The Pooh” in Spanish
14.5 megabytes  58 seconds

The files of past emails are still available at

http://www.thumbprintsart.com/files
My MSN Instant Messenger name is the same as my email –

barrystevens@earthlink.net
Nanci’s email is nancistevens2001@yahoo.com
Since we have only one phone line, it’s faster to reach her through Barry’s email address.

Our toll-free number from the US is

1-866-462-7585







